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The HKCAAVQ Newsletter gathers information on news and events relating to HKCAAVQ and its fields of interest. This Newsletter is usually 
sent out quarterly to all HKCAAVQ Council Members, its quality partners and anyone interested in the work that we do.
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From the Executive Director

As part of the celebration of our 25th Anniversary, an Open 
House was held on 23 April 2016 at the HKCAAVQ Office with the 
participation of District Councilors, Members of Industry Training 
Advisory Committees, Representatives from Operators and  
Secondary Schools as well as the local community. It is  
noteworthy to mention that the Open House was organised for the 
first time, as a means to raise public awareness of our quality  
assurance work, enhance understanding of our work and  
showcase our efforts over the past 25 years. 

Officiating the Opening Ceremony, the Chairman of HKCAAVQ  
Ir. Dr. Alex Chan expressed his gratitude to those who attended 
the event. Dr Chan said that quality is of critical importance to 
HK’s continued development and cannot be achieved by one party 
alone. It is necessary for all parties to work together for the  
enhancement of our practices to benefit the society as a whole. 
The Open House, which included introductory talks, briefing 
sessions on our services, live demonstration of the Qualifications 
Register and guided tours was well received by the local  
community members.

HKCAAVQ 25th Anniversary Open House 

The last few months have been eventful and productive! 

We supported the Education Bureau in the organisation of 
a large scale HKQF Conference on 22 March, which marked 
the completion of two milestone projects – the Comparability 
Study with the European Qualifications Framework (EQF) and 
the development of Operational Guidelines for  
Implementation of Credit Accumulation and Transfer (CAT). As 
one of the members for the panel discussion on the  
“International Dimension of HKQF: Mobility of Learners and 
Employers arising from EQF Study”, I enjoyed the fruitful  
discussions and exchange of views with around 400  
participants.  The conference provided us with an opportunity 
to hold our annual operator briefing as well.

Furthermore, we have hosted our annual Specialist  
Appointment Ceremony, as well as our first-ever Open House. 
The Open House is an attempt to share with the local  
community the work we do, and to foster a higher degree of 
public understanding of the value of our work. I am pleased 
that all these events were successfully completed.  
 
Other than organising different events, we had also worked on 
increasing the information that we make available to  
stakeholders about our work to uphold our core value of  
‘transparency’. We have published a number of policy  
documents relevant to our accreditation processes for easy 
access on the “Policies” webpage under Accreditation. And 
a dedicated webpage named “Review of Standards” with 
detailed information about the Review of Standards and 
Criteria, including core documents, background, timeline and 
other useful links has been created on our website for public 
access. The page will be updated regularly as the review 
progresses.

http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/services/accreditation/policies
http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/review-of-standards
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In 2015, HKCAAVQ embarked on the development of  
Qualifications Assessment Service’s (QA) eight Country/Area  
Profiles (CAPs). The project has resulted in CAPs for Australia, 
Mainland China, the United Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Taiwan and the United States of America. The  
majority of QA applications come from these countries. The 
development of CAPs was completed in December 2015 and the 
resultant CAPs align QA’s assessment guidelines and tools with 
those of our international counterparts. Not only does each CAP 
contain comprehensive information about a country/area’s  
educational system and qualifications, it is designed to enhance 
the quality and efficiency of QA’s assessment work. Under our 
Memorandum of Co-operation with the National Recognition  
Information Centre for the United Kingdom (UK NARIC), the  
development of CAPs was also supported by UK NARIC.

The Comparability Study of the Hong Kong QF and the European 
QF (EQF), jointly undertaken by the Education Bureau and the 
European Commission, has been completed.  In Hong Kong, the 
Study is overseen by a Local Expert Group consisting of key  
stakeholders from different sectors, including HKCAAVQ.  
 
The report includes some important facts about HKCAAVQ:
•	 Hong Kong has adopted a robust QA system to support the 

implementation of the HKQF. The system is effective to meet 
the diverse needs of providers and learners, and complies 
with international good practice as also demonstrated in the 
external review of the HKCAAVQ conducted by the  
International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in  
Higher Education (INQAAHE).

•	 HKCAAVQ publishes open and transparent guidelines with 
regard to accreditation including the processes, criteria used 
and the sources of evidence to be examined.

•	 HKCAAVQ has published accreditation reports on their  
website since 2013.

•	 The assessment policy and guidelines of HKCAAVQ are  
periodically reviewed and updated to keep abreast of the 
latest developments in credential evaluation and the HKQF.

•	 To further enhance international recognition and in line with 
its vision of becoming a regionally and globally recognised QA 
agency, the HKCAAVQ plans to conduct external reviews every 
five years.

 
The above showed our efforts and achievements, as well as our 
commitment to maintain the highest standards in our quality 
assurance work. Further details can be found in the Full Report of 
the Comparability Study.
 
The Comparability Study was a meaningful exercise, and we 
expect that it would foster mutual understanding and recognition 
of the quality and standards of education and training systems in 
Hong Kong and Europe. 

In July 2015, HKCAAVQ was 
commissioned by the  
Education Bureau (EDB) to 
develop (a) a manual for the 
reference of relevant  
institutions planning to  
undertake the Institutional 
Review for Private University 
Title (IR); and (b) including 
information that sets out the 
requirements for the annual 
progress report and audited 
financial report. In January 
2016, a draft Institutional 
Review Manual for Private 
University Title (IR Manual)

Publication of the Institutional Review 
Manual for Private University Title

HKCAAVQ’s Qualifications Assessment 
Service (QA) develops eight Country/Area 
Profiles

Comparability Study of the Hong Kong 
Qualifications Framework (HKQF) and the 
European Qualifications Framework (EQF) 

Our fifth QR operators briefing and the first one that was held as a 
joint session with the Education Bureau took place on 22 March 
as part of the HKQF Conference. There were over 170 participants 
from over 75 organisations from the education and training sector 
registered for the event. The briefing was targeted at  QR  
registered operators with quality assured qualifications currently 
listed on the QR. It aimed at updating operators on the  
developments of the Qualifications Framework (QF) and the QR. It 
featured: 

•	 The introduction of the CAT Operational Guidelines; 
•	 The Phase Two of the QR Re-organisation project  

necessitated by the revised classification system for areas of 
study and training; and

•	 The indication of Credit Accumulation and Transfer (CAT)  
Arrangements, and the creation of a CAT centralised  
database on the QR.

The Operator Briefing provided a platform to exchange ideas on 
how HKCAAVQ as the QR Authority could work with QR operators. 
The presentation power point files are available on the QR  
website.

QR Operators Briefing 2016

was developed by HKCAAVQ following the requirements laid down 
in the “Roadmap for Becoming a Private University” and taking 
into account the feedback provided by institutions registered 
under Cap 320 during an initial written consultation conducted in 
November 2015. 

Based on the feedback gathered during a face-to-face  
consultation session conducted with post-secondary colleges 
registered under Cap 320 in February 2016 in which  
representatives of EDB also attended, the draft IR Manual was 
finalised. 

The IR Manual, approved by the HKCAAVQ Council at its March 
meeting, was published on 22 April 2016 and is available on our 
website at http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/files/services/accredita-
tion/academic-accreditation/IR_Manual_for_Private_U_Title.pdf

http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/files/services/accreditation/academic-accreditation/IR_Manual_for_Private_U_Title.pdf
http://www.hkqr.gov.hk/
http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/file/news/1061/Full_Report.pdf
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Peer review is one of the guiding principles of HKCAAVQ and is at 
the heart of accreditation.  HKCAAVQ therefore engages  
Specialists to serve on accreditation panels and to advise on  
quality assurance matters.  To welcome newly appointed or  
re-appointed Specialists to our extended family, about 100  
Specialists attended the Specialists Appointment Ceremony 
held on 15 April 2016.  This year, it was also an opportunity for 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of HKCAAVQ with our Specialists.  
Ms. Pecvin Yong, Principal Assistant Secretary (Further Education) 
of the Education Bureau was invited to the Ceremony as the Guest 
of Honour.  Ms. Yong emphasised that the Government is currently 
working on different ways to promote vocational and professional 
education and training or VPET in short.  HKCAAVQ endeavours to 
work in concerted efforts with the Government, the industries, our 
peers and our Specialists to provide quality-assured, flexible and 
multiple training and career pathways for our younger generation.

Specialists Appointment Ceremony 

Workshop on Evaluating Evidence for Specialists 

HKCAAVQ continues to conduct training activities for Operators 
and Specialists to meet their various needs.

Workshop on Learning Programme Re-accreditation (re-LPA) for 
Operators 

Building Capacity of Operators and  
HKCAAVQ Specialists

HKCAAVQ renewed its Memorandum of Cooperation with the  
Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA),  
Australia, effective from May 2016 onwards for a period of three 
years. Both TEQSA and HKCAAVQ are committed to the general 
principles of Cross-Border Higher Education (CBHE) and aims for 
collaboration in the areas of information sharing, cooperation in 
quality assurance and networking of agencies.

Fostering Stronger Collaboration with  
Overseas Quality Assurance Agencies

Furthermore, the Memorandum of Understanding with the  
National Institution for Academic Degrees and University  
Evaluation, Japan (NIAD-UE) was also renewed on  
29 January 2016. 

To benchmark our approaches with the latest international good 
practices and standards, HKCAAVQ establishes links with quality 
assurance agencies worldwide. We will continue working closely 
with these partners to contribute to and actively support  
developments in the global quality assurance community.

Latest Update

Since the announcement of the Review of Accreditation Standards 
and Criteria in January 2016, HKCAAVQ is now completing the 
initial preparation and is about to embark on the research phase. 
This process has taken the input from the project Advisory  
Committee into consideration, which held its first meeting in early 
March to discuss the scoping of the research. 

A series of focus group meetings will be held from April to June. 
Representatives from different stakeholder groups, including  
academic and vocational operators, Cap 320 registered  
institutions, non-local programme operators, specialists with  
experience in accreditation exercises of various nature, and staff 
of the HKCAAVQ Secretariat, will be invited to share their views 
and to proivde comments. 

The Review will not succeed without participation and support 
from various stakeholders. Stakeholders will be involved in 
different stages of the Review. To facilitate the communication 
with stakeholders, and to keep them informed about the progress, 
a dedicated page on the HKCAAVQ website is available. On this 
page, you will find more information about the background and 
progress of the review. Click here to learn more about the Review, 
and to keep updated about the progress.

Review of Accreditation Standards and 
Criteria

The Secretariat has renamed three of its business units to better 
reflect their current work: “Academic Accreditation and Audit” is 
renamed to “Academic Accreditation and Assessment”;  
“Vocational Accreditation and Development” to “Vocational and 
Professional Accreditation”; “Corporate Communications” to  
“Engagement ”.  The renaming took effect from 1 April 2016.

Renaming of functional units

The emphasis of the workshop is the particular nature of the  
Re-LPA and the evidence required for Re-LPA. The workshop is 
held bi-annually, and the one in March was attended by 33  
representatives from 17 Operators. The workshop is also a  
platform for participants to share their experience in operating,  
monitoring and improving their accredited programmes. We 
strongly encourage operators with upcoming re-accreditations to 
attend this workshop.

The newly developed workshop aims to explore with Specialists 
different ways of analysing accreditation documents in relation to 
the accreditation standards and pursuing appropriate  
evidence during site visit to support evidence-based accreditation 
judgement. The workshop held in February was attended by 32 
specialists. During the workshop, Specialists explored the different 
techniques through multi-media and role plays.

http://www.enqa.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/QACHE-toolkit.pdf
http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/review-of-standards
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•	 The University Grants Committee (UGC) released the 
“Governance in UGC-funded Higher Education  
Institutions in Hong Kong” report, after the  
Government’s endorsement of the overall direction and 
recommendations of the report. Following the  
Government’s endorsement, the UGC will set up a 
task force to be led by Sir Howard to follow up on the 
implementation of the recommendations. UGC-funded 
institutions will be fully consulted in the implementation 
stage. Details

•	 Organised by the Qualifications Framework (QF) 
Secretariat, the 2016-17 Award Scheme for Learning 
Experiences under the Qualifications Framework will be 
open for applications March 15 to May 10. Details

Local News Roundup

In March 2016, a Task Group formed by the Council comprising 
local/international Council members, the Chair of the Standing 
Review Committee for Qualifications Assessment (SRCQA) and our 
Executive Director completed a review of the Qualifications  
Assessment (QA) service. The Task Group found that there were 
no fundamental problems with the current approach to QA; but 
identified a number of key areas for improvement and made 
a number of recommendations which the Council approved in 
March 2016. 

Some of the areas reviewed by the Task group included (a) the 
assessment of prior learning attained from work experience, 
non-formal and informal learning when assessing educational 
qualification; (b) the list of possible outcomes of an assessment 
under the QF; (c) the assessment of unaccredited qualifications 
and (d) the transparency of the QA service. QA is in the process 
of implementing these recommendations which aims to enhance 
QA’s assessment process and tools, provide greater transparency 
on QA to stakeholders as well as ensuring QA is aligned with  
international best practices.

Review of Qualifications Assessment

A new fee schedule for accreditation exercises came into effect on 
1 April 2016.  A fee for an Institutional Review for institutions  
applying for Private University title has been included. With the 
aim to increase the transparency of HKCAAVQ’s charging  
principles, the explanatory notes to the fee schedule include  
details both about the services we charge for and how the fees 
are calculated, including the principles that apply for discounted 
fees.

For more details, please visit the fee schedule on the “Policies” 
webpage under Accreditation. 

Revised Fee Schedule for Accreditation 
Exercises

Non-QF Accreditation for Local Operators 
Operating Outside Hong Kong

Total Summary Accreditation Reports online: 460 
Initial Evaluation (IE): 39
Learning Programme Accreditation (LPA): 74
Initial Evaluation + Learning Programme Accreditation  
(IE+LPA):19
Learning Programme Re-accreditation (Re-LPA): 278
Learning Programme Accreditation + Learning Programme  
Re-accreditation (LPA + Re-LPA): 50
Click here to view Summary Accreditation Reports.

Qualifications Register  
As of 15 April 2016, there are 7,633 qualifications on the  
Qualifications Register. 
Click here to view detailed breakdown of the April statistics. 

HKCAAVQ in Numbers

Note: 
“LPA” and “Re-LPA” were previous known as “Programme Validation (PV)” and 
“Programme Revalidation (Re-PV)” before the update of the Four-Stage QA 
Process Guidelines in August 2014.

Summary Accreditation Reports 
To increase transparency about the outcomes of accreditation 
processes to stakeholders, HKCAAVQ began publishing summary 
accreditation reports in 2013. As of April 2016, the web page of 
the summary accreditation reports has recorded over 12,200 
page views. The following statistics provide a breakdown of the 
reports uploaded on our official website as of 18 April 2016:

•	 INQAAHE Biennial Forum will be hosted by the Fiji Higher  
Education Commission at InterContinental Fiji Golf Resort & 
Spa from 22 – 24 May 2016, with the theme “Quality  
Assurance in Higher Education in Challenging Times”. The 
forum is an international collaboration on topics of the future 
direction of Quality Assurance in Higher Education. Details

Asia
Around the World

Transnational provision of education and training is an established 
aspect of the educational environment in Hong Kong and in many 
other jurisdictions in our region. As well as non-local universities 
operating in Hong Kong, some Hong Kong universities are now  
operating in the Mainland in partnership with Mainland  
universities. There is also growing interest among Hong Kong 
self-financed Operators to provide programmes outside of Hong 
Kong, primarily in Mainland China.  
 
Under the Accreditation of Academic and Vocational Qualifications 
Ordinance (Cap 592) it is not possible for HKCAAVQ to  
accredit programmes of locally accredited operators that are 
mainly conducted outside of Hong Kong for non-local learners 
and place those programmes on to the Qualifications Register 
(QR). However, under the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of 
Academic and Vocational Qualifications Ordinance (Cap 1150) 
HKCAAVQ may conduct accreditation tests either generally or as 
authorized under any other enactment.  HKCAAVQ currently  
conducts Institutional Review (IR) for Cap 320 registration as a 
post-secondary college under the general accreditation power of 
Cap 1150. 
 
Subject to the prior approval of the Secretary of Education,  
HKCAAVQ may conduct accreditation tests in relation to an  
operator, or a learning programme operated outside Hong Kong. 

Based on the provisions in Cap 1150 HKCAAVQ is developing an 
approach for non-QF accreditation as a service for local  
operators that choose to operate programmes outside Hong 
Kong and want to have them quality assured. The approach will 
be limited to those local operators that are already accredited by 
HKCAAVQ. 

http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/publications/summary-accreditation-reports
http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/news/qualifications-register-facts-and-figures-for-april-2016
http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/services/accreditation/policies
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201603/30/P201603300373.htm
http://www.hkqf.gov.hk/en/award_scheme/index.html
http://www.inqaahefiji.fhec.info/
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•	 QAA has established a new Sounding Board to help shape a 
better approach to the quality assurance of UK transnational 
education (TNE). The establishment of the Sounding Board 
follows the publication of a report last autumn which  
recommends that QAA, in partnership with its subscribers, 
develop a more strategic and coordinated approach to the  
external quality assurance and enhancement of UK TNE. 
Details

•	 UK NARIC is developing a map of the shifting patterns and 
trends of international student demand, by analysing usage 
and viewing statistics going back to 2009 for its International 
Comparisons and other data banks. Details

United Kingdom

•	 Organised by EUA, ENQA, EURASHE, and ESU, the 11th 
European Quality Assurance Forum (EQAF), will take place 
in Ljubljana, Slovenia on 17-19 November 2016 entitled 
“Quality in context – embedding improvement” will combine 
presentations of current developments in quality assurance 
with practice-oriented and research-based discussions that 
will take place in paper sessions and workshops. The call for 
contributions is now open until 25 July 2016. Details

•	 The European Commission published the Education and 
Training Monitor 2015. It highlights the education priorities 
most in need of investment and enhancement and identifies 
policies that help improve the inclusiveness, quality and  
relevance of Europe’s education and training systems. Details

Europe

A half-day conference on “Enhancing Student Learning  
Experience” will be jointly organised by HKCAAVQ and the  
Federation for Self-financing Tertiary Education (FSTE) on 17 
November 2016 at the Hung Hom Bay Campus of The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University. Activities in the conference include keynote 
addresses by Professor Amy Tsui, Chair Professor of Education 
and former Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Vice-President in Teaching 
and Learning, The University of Hong Kong and Professor  
Beverley Oliver, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education), Deakin 
University, and presentation of papers on a number of key topics 
on student learning experience relevant to the Hong Kong higher 
education sector. 

The conference is now inviting papers on the following topics/
areas:
•	 Promoting teaching excellence
•	 Technology-enabled and online education
•	 Learning experience for students from diverse backgrounds
•	 Design of physical learning spaces
•	 Internationalisation
•	 Student whole person development
•	 Assessing student learning experience

Further information about the conference and the call for papers 
is available at www.fste.edu.hk/conference2016, and the  
deadline for submission of abstracts/papers is 15 June 2016.

Enhancing Student Learning Experience 
Upcoming Events

The 3rd forum supported by QESS will be held on 13 May 2016 at 
HKCAAVQ office in Siu Sai Wan. Professor Kerry J Kenney,  
Research Chair Professor of Curriculum Studies and Director of 
the Centre for Governance and Citizenship of the Hong Kong  
Institute of Education, will share his insights on how governance 
and quality assurance contribute to developing a productive 
learning culture in higher education institutions. Local operators 
and HKCAAVQ professional staff will be invited to participate in the 
forum.   

Forum on Leadership for Quality Learning

Contact us
 
The Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic and 
Vocational Qualifications (HKCAAVQ)
 
Address: 
10 Siu Sai Wan Road, Chai Wan, Hong Kong

T: +852 3658 0000
F: +852 2845 9910
E: info@hkcaavq.edu.hk
W: http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk

To subscribe our newsletter or update your profile, please 
email to info@hkcaavq.edu.hk. To unsubscribe from this 
newsletter, please click here or send a blank email to  
unsubscribe@hkcaavq.edu.hk with subject “unsubscribe”. 
 
You may also subscribe our RSS Feed to get a real time 
access to updated news from HKCAAVQ. 

To commemorate the 25th Anniversary of HKCAAVQ, we have 
organised an array of activities to share experience and insights 
on topics like quality assurance of higher education and  
vocational and professional education and training.  That includes 
the 1st thematic seminar on “Effective Governance and Quality 
Assurance of Transnational Education” held in September 2015, 
the 2nd seminar on “Meeting Industry Training Needs – The New 
Zealand Experience” in January 2016 and the publication of  
“Future Directions of QA – Perspectives” which summarises 
insights from sister agencies. 

The 3rd Seminar on the topic of Student Engagement, which is 
also the finale of our 25th Silver Jubilee Celebration activities, will 
be held at the Auditorium, The Hong Kong Federation of Youth 
Groups Building on 31 May 2016 (Tue).  Professor Hamish Coates, 
Chair of Higher Education at the Centre for the Study of Higher 
Education, University of Melbourne will be the keynote speaker.  
Professor Coates has extensive experience in the field of research 
and development of higher education and he will share with us 
the knowledge and insights in assessing and enhancing student 
engagement for the improvement of the quality of higher  
education.  He will also touch on the implications of student 
engagement to pedagogy and institutional policy.  The keynote 
speech will be followed by a panel discussion consisting of  
representatives from operators, local academics and HKCAAVQ. 

Invitations will be issued to our stakeholders shortly. 

3rd Anniversary Seminar on Student  
Engagement•	 The Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency  

(TEQSA) released a report outlining the key financial metrics 
of Australia’s higher education sector, it is the first release of 
financial data analysed by TEQSA as part of its sector  
monitoring, providing a snapshot of selected key financial 
metrics covering the whole of Australia’s higher education 
sector. Details

Australia

http://www.teqsa.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication-documents/KeyFinMetrics042016.pdf
http://www.enqa.eu/index.php/eqafs-call-for-hosts-and-call-for-contributions/
http://ec.europa.eu/education/library/publications/monitor15_en.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/newsroom/new-sounding-board-for-uk-tne#.VxROsdR97Dd
http://www.naric.org.uk/naric/News Story.aspx?NewsID=570
http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/rss-feed
mailto:unsubscribe@hkcaavq.edu.hk?subject=Unsubscribe HKCAAVQ Newsletter&body=I do not want to receive the HKCAAVQ Newsletter anymore.

