
It gives me great pleasure to introduce the new 

Directorate team of the Hong Kong Council 

for Accreditation of Academic and Vocational 

Qualifications (HKCAAVQ) to you all. We are 

pleased to have Dr Chiu Sau Mee joined HKCAAVQ 

on 1 September 2020 as the Deputy Executive 

Director (VPET), and Dr Joe Hong promoted to 

the Deputy Executive Director (Academic) on 1 

October 2020. 

Dr Chiu has over 30 years of experience in 

the civil service, and held senior management 

positions in government departments. She 

possesses profound experience and knowledge 

in strategic planning and strategy formulation, 

talent development and management, vocational 

and professional education and training (VPET) 

provisions, teaching and learning pedagogies. 

She is currently overseeing the accreditation 

and assessment of institutions and programmes 

in VPET, the development and management of 

the Qualifications Register (QR), as well as the 

exchange and collaborations with Mainland China. 

Dr Hong possesses profound experience and 

knowledge in academic accreditation and 

assessment development, teaching and learning 

pedagogies, assessment in learning, transnational 

education, online programme accreditation, as 

well as knowledge in trends and developments 

of the higher education sector. Well respected 

in the local higher education sector, he has 

also greatly contributed to the development of 

new accreditation services and the knowledge 

management system of HKCAAVQ over the past 

11 years. In his new role, Dr Hong is overseeing 

academic accreditation and assessment, 

qualifications assessment, consultancy, research 

and training, ICT services as well as international 

collaborations. 
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From the Executive Director
The new Directorate team is committed to 

driving further developments of HKCAAVQ in 

underpinning the Hong Kong Qualifications 

Framework (HKQF) through unwavering support 

to stakeholders in achieving continuous quality 

enhancement and excellence.

As his first steps, Dr Hong will lead the strategic 

development in the areas of international 

collaborations building upon existing as well as 

new Memoranda of Understanding to achieve 

deep collaborations, working towards reciprocal 

recognition. At the organisational level, he is 

enthusiastic about leading the transformation of 

HKCAAVQ to become a smart organisation by 

introducing robotic process automation (RPA) 

into the HKCAAVQ Quality Management System 

(QMS) in tandem with an enhanced process flow. 

This will pave the way for HKCAAVQ’s QMS to 

evolve and become AI based.

Dr Chiu is working closely with the Qualifications 

Framework Secretariat (QFS) to further enhance 

cooperation and take our collaborations to new 

heights.  When deepened collaborations are taking 

shape, this will be conducive to a fully aligned 

support to the VPET providers, industry experts 

and relevant stakeholders in the promotion and 

development of VPET. In parallel, she will lead 

the development of applied degrees, work-based 

learning and micro-credentials in light of the 

evolving needs of VPET operators, industries and 

the community at large. 

While we have a full Directorate team, we are 

in the process of recruiting the new Head of 

Academic Accreditation and Assessment (AAA). 

Furthermore, appointments of deputy heads in 

various units will be made where appropriate. 

With all the strategic moves made, we aim to 

ensure that talents are best placed in appropriate 

positions within the Secretariat and they are 

nurtured to further develop their leadership. I 

strongly believe that, with the establishment of a 

new coherent management team, HKCAAVQ will 

attain an even better synergy than before. This is 

of paramount importance to the implementation 

of our strategic plan in supporting quality 

assurance, quality enhancement and excellence 

by stakeholders, and in the performance of our 

role in underpinning the HKQF. 

In the September 2020 Council meeting, we bid a 

fond farewell to two outgoing Council Members, 

Professor Pong Ting-chuen and Professor 

Chetwyn Chan Che-hin.  On behalf of the Council, 

gratitude for their valuable contributions to the 

Council during their tenure.  We are excited to 

have two new Council Members joined us on 

1 October 2020. Mr Peter Yan King-shun, JP 

and Professor Richard Yuen Kwok-kit.  With 

their unique expertise, profound leadership and 

extensive experience, I am confident that we will 

be able to benefit from their professional advice 

and wise counsel in the days to come.

once  again  I  would  like  to  express  my  heartfelt



HKCAAVQ has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Korean Skills 
Quality Authority (KSQA) in August 2020, as its second collaborating partner in the 
international arena with the purview in quality assurance of VET.  

This signing of MoU came after two years of in-depth discussions and fruitful exchange 
between the two agencies. Through this MoU, both agencies agree to work closely 
together toward the development of quality VET in each other’s jurisdiction.   

HKCAAVQ first signs MoU with KSQA
2020.08.14

SPOTLIGHT
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HKCAAVQ was invited to speak at the online information forum on qualifications assessment, hosted by the 
China Education Exchange (Hong Kong) Centre, on 17 August 2020.

Mr Andrew Ho, Head and Senior Registrar of the Qualifications Assessment (QA) Unit of the HKCAAVQ, by 
invitation, gave an overview of HKCAAVQ’s scope of work in underpinning the Hong Kong Qualifications 
Framework (HKQF) to attending students. Mr Ho introduced HKCAAVQ’s qualifications assessment services, 
as well as sharing the Unit’s observations on frequently asked questions such as assessment criteria, factors of 
consideration and assessment procedures of qualifications obtained from Mainland China.

The online forum was attended by over 110 students, who are mainly Hong Kong students currently studying in 
Mainland China, and intending to return to Hong Kong and obtain the qualifications assessment service upon 
completion of their studies.

HKCAAVQ speaks at Online Forum 
on Qualifications Assessment

2020.08.17

Stepping into the 30th anniversary of establishment since 1990, HKCAAVQ rolls out a series of initiatives to 
commemorate this remarkable milestone. The HKCAAVQ International Conference on “From Quality Assurance 
to Quality Enhancement and Excellence”, co-organised by Qualifications Framework Secretariat (QFS) and the 
Federation of Self-Financing Tertiary Education (FSTE), was held in September and marked the climax of the 
Council’s 30th anniversary celebration. 

Officiated by Mr Kevin Yeung, JP, Secretary for Education; Ir Dr Alex Chan, BBS, Chairman of HKCAAVQ Council; Mr 
Rock Chen, SBS, JP, Vice-chairman of HKCAAVQ Council and Mr Albert Chow, Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, the 
whole-day conference, consisting of a number of keynote speeches and two panel discussions, was the first-ever 
hybrid conference of HKCAAVQ and served as a meaningful platform for knowledge and information exchange 
between the counterparts in the higher education sector. 

HKCAAVQ has demonstrated high efficiency and caliber in coping with the physical constraints under the 
challenging pandemic time by launching the conference online, which allowed easy and safe access to both local 
and overseas participants to join this occasion. Over 1,700 views were recorded online.  

HKCAAVQ International Conference 2020
2020.09.15

SPOTLIGHT
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SPOTLIGHT

2020.09.22

HKCAAVQ and the Commission for Academic Accreditation (CAA), the UAE’s 
National Accreditation Agency affiliated with the Ministry of Education, have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on 22 September 2020, agreeing to a new mutually 
supportive and collaborative framework for engagement between the two bodies. 
The formalisation of this relationship will lead to greater sharing of information and 
collaboration on mutually agreed projects and activities.

CAA is the UAE Federal Government Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 
which works collaboratively with relevant international and local authorities in the 
Emirates, it has a key leadership role in securing and developing the quality of higher 
education in the UAE.

The partnership will assist in developing transnational education, skills and vocational 
education in the UAE and Hong Kong SAR. It will also enable the sharing of information 
on the higher education sector in the UAE and the Hong Kong SAR.

HKCAAVQ first signs MoU with CAA
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SPOTLIGHT

HKCAAVQ Forum Series – Meeting the Challenges with 
Quality Assurance, Quality Enhancement and Excellence: From 
Contingencies to Norms was held on 21 October 2020 at Sheraton 
Hong Kong Hotel & Towers. 

The occasion came timely and brought the industry together for 
exchanging and sharing their unique and professional experiences 
in tackling challenges, as well as embracing opportunities in 
devotion to quality assurance, in this time of the outbreak of 
COVID-19 pandemic when new norms in learning and teaching are 
being derived from contingencies.

Distinguished speakers from several local academic programme 
operators shared their distinctive views and experience during this 
critical period of time, including Professor Lilian Vrijmoed Kwan, 
Vice-President (Academic) of UOW College Hong Kong; Professor 
Allan Yuen, President of Yew Chung College of Early Childhood 
Education and Dr Kim Mak, BBS, JP, President of Caritas Institute 
of Higher Education. Apart from presentations, our speakers 
also addressed to the participants’ questions in the Question 
and Answer Session, which had led to meaningful and fruitful 
discussion with valuable take-home messages. 

Representatives from 19 higher education institutes and 
programme operators attended the forum with cautious social 
distancing measures and arrangement. 

HKCAAVQ Forum series – Meeting the Challenges with Quality Assurance, 
Quality Enhancement and Excellence : From Contingencies to Norms

2020.10.21
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SPOTLIGHT

Within the self-financed higher education landscape, quality 
assurance is a highly important respect in driving quality 
development of non-funded continuing and professional education. 
The HKU School of Professional and Continuing Education (HKU 
SPACE) International Conference on Quality and Self-financed 
Higher Education, themed “Connecting Local and Global”, was held 
on 23 October 2020, aimed to reiterate the importance of quality 
assurance, pedagogy and assessment, learning experience and 
policy landscape of transnational education in relation to self-
financed higher education and TNE provision. 

Mr Albert Chow, Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, brought in 
sophisticated and deliberate ideas and experience in achieving 
quality enhancement and excellence by safeguarding quality 
education through his speech on “From Quality Assurance to 
Quality Enhancement and Excellence: A Quality Assurance (QA) 
Agency Perspective”.

HKCAAVQ speaks at HKU SPACE 
International Conference - Quality 
and Self-financed Higher Education 
“Connecting Local and Global”

2020.10.23

HKCAAVQ is pleased to have renewed the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with SkillsFuture Singapore (SSG) on 30 
October 2020.

Signed by Mr Albert Chow, Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, Hong 
Kong SAR, and Ms Mei-san Hui, Group Director (Regulation, Fraud 
and Enforcement Group) and Director-General (Private Education) 
of SSG, Singapore, the MoU signifies the strong link for collaboration 
between HKCAAVQ and SSG since the first MoU of 2014. 

Sharing similar vision to enhance the quality of and promote good 
practices in higher education and vocational and professional 
education and training (VPET), the two agencies consider it 
an important strategic goal to continue to foster a long-term 
collaborative partnership and exchange intelligence and experience 
in quality assurance processes and practices, in particular in the 
VPET sector.

HKCAAVQ renews MoU with SSG
2020.10.30
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SPOTLIGHT

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, in collaboration with HKCAAVQ and the Federation 
for Self-financing Tertiary Education (FSTE), organised the online Conference on Credit 
Transfer Practices in Higher Education: Partnership for Success on 27 November 2020.

The Conference is the platform to publish the findings of the UGC-funded project on 
Senior Year Admitted (SYA) students, as well as to exchange the views and experiences 
on credit transfer among local and international institutions. Speakers from Canada, 
The Netherlands, The United States, and local institutions shared the direction of 
government policy on credit accumulation and transfer (CAT), systems for managing 
credit recognition and transfer, and experiences in the communication among 
institutions or programmes under different disciplines for credit transfer. Students’ 
voice of their personal experience was also a valuable session in the Conference.

The Conference is the first of its kind with the focus on credit transfer. It was well 
received by the sector and attended by nearly 300 participants online. Both speakers 
and participants appreciated this platform of exchange and wish to have more similar 
opportunities in the future to facilitate the collaboration and communication in CAT.

Presentation materials and more photos can be found on the Conference website.

Conference on Credit Transfer Practices 
in Higher Education: Partnership for Success

2020.11.27
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Due to the travel restrictions posed by governments of the members, the Quality Beyond Boundaries Group 
(QBBG) Meeting was first held virtually this year. Despite the physical distance, the meeting rolled out 
smoothly and the representatives from QA bodies in different regions engaged actively. During the meeting, 
a panel discussion on “Higher Education in a Post COVID world – Impact on HEIs, International Students and 
Agencies” was held and TEQSA introduced the Academic Integrity Tool Kit. Members of QBBG also shared 
their latest development and vision towards future growth and improvement in the quality assurance of the 
higher education sector in different countries. 

HKCAAVQ, being one of the members of QBBG, attended the annual meeting. Mr Albert Chow, Executive 
Director of HKCAAVQ, represented the quality assurance body in Hong Kong as a participating member.

HKCAAVQ participates in QBBG meeting 2020 
2020.11.18

SPOTLIGHT
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HKCAAVQ is very honored to have Professor Ting-chuen Pong serving 
as the Chair of its Qualifications and Accreditation Committee (QAC) 
under the HKCAAVQ Council from October 2014 to September 2020.  
During the interview conducted with Professor Pong, he said, “These six 
years of my service to HKCAAVQ have been a challenging and rewarding 
period of development and change.” 

With the unique and important role of QAC, under the leadership of 
Professor Pong, HKCAAVQ has successfully developed and launched 
a number of new initiatives during this period: (a) review of HKCAAVQ 

Private University Title; (c) online programme accreditation; (d) non-
Qualifications Framework (non-QF) accreditation outside Hong Kong; 
(e) consultancy services for Macao higher education institutions; (f) 
accreditation of collaborative programmes, to name a few. 

Professor Pong further said, “When I first took up the role as QAC Chair 
of HKCAAVQ, I brought my experience of having worked across advisory 
and leadership team roles in the development of University Grants 
Committee (UGC)-funded institutions in Hong Kong and higher education 

Interview with Professor Ting-chuen Pong, 
Former Chair of QAC under the HKCAAVQ Council 

FEATURE
ARTICLE

institutions in the United States.   I cherish the close working relationship 
with fellow Council Members and colleagues of the Secretariat who 
helped enrich my exposure in self-financing post-secondary education 
and vocational and professional education and training (VPET) of 
Hong Kong. The diverse and wide range of education provisions that 
HKCAAVQ-accredited operators offer are also impressive to me. As the 
QAC Chair, I had realised through regular reports from the Secretariat 
how much efforts and good work HKCAAVQ has done in external quality 
assurance and on-going monitoring of programme quality and operators’ 
competence, safeguarding the credibility of HKQF, as well as promoting 
HKQF recognition. Such involvement, being an eye-opening experience 
for me, made me to ponder the question of what services HKCAAVQ 
could provide in further facilitating the development of the sector and 
an even wider recognition of HKQF locally and internationally. Perhaps, 
to start with, the Secretariat could explore collaborations with its 
counterparts in quality assurance, education and training communities 
in the dissemination of information on findings from the thematic 
analyses conducted. I presume that could be helpful to the sector as 
a whole as well as to raise the awareness of many stakeholders what 
are the strengths they can further leverage on and what are the specific 
areas that call for their attention.” 
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This year marks the 30th Anniversary of HKCAAVQ. When asked about 
his most memorable occurrence during his term at the HKCAAVQ 
Council, Professor Pong shared that “Among the many milestones 
which HKCAAVQ has reached over these years, I am proud to be part 
of the team engaged in the International Network for Quality Assurance 
Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE) review of HKCAAVQ in 2015. 
Being confirmed by the INQAAHE Board for having comprehensively 
adhered to their standards means a lot to HKCAAVQ and in turn brings 
huge benefits to the sector seeking our accreditation. This is of particular 
importance in the recent discussion about having a unified regulatory 
and quality assurance framework.” On reflecting the insight into the 
possible future development of HKCAAVQ and the sector, Professor 
Pong opined that “Future development of higher education in Hong 
Kong may be more volatile than ever and subject to a number of external 
factors. I am happy to see that, with prior approval from the Secretary 
for Education, HKCAAVQ has stretched its footprints to the Macao 
higher education sector in the provision of consultancy service to the 
Macao SAR Government and the institutions. I believe the recognition 
gained through the external review by INQAAHE and the Secretariat’s 
relentless efforts in promoting HKQF are starting to bear fruits. Hence, 
I strongly believe that if we are able to make a change today, with a 
forward-thinking mindset and commitment to quality and innovation, 
there is a high likelihood of having a long-term impact in the future. On 
the possible development of self-financing post-secondary education in 
Hong Kong, if we look at the higher education institutions in the United 
States, some of the very prestigious universities are private and able 
to attract private funds on grounds of demonstrated excellence. I am 
inclined to think that more support from the resources of the community 
may help with further development of quality self-financed education. 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Financial Technology (Fintech) and 
other interdisciplinary programmes are gaining more prominence in 
Hong Kong and the Greater Bay Area.  Rapid development and fierce 
competition are also seen in many parts of the world. HKCAAVQ may 
need to forge the advancement in talent development and management 
with a view to further strengthening the organisational capability in 
accrediting these emerging areas of education and training provisions 
in Hong Kong and beyond.” 

Well-known for his research interest in e-learning and MOOC, Professor 
Pong delivered a talk at the HKCAAVQ Roundtable in March 2015 on 
the topic ‘The implications for QA in the emerging era of e-learning – An 
experience sharing on an award-winning e-learning programme’; gave a 

presentation at the 2016 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)’s 
Quality Assurance in Online Education workshop together with the 
incumbent Deputy Executive Director (Academic) Dr Joe Hong on the 
accreditation of online learning programmes; and shared at the Quality 
Beyond Boundaries Group (QBBG) Meeting 2017 on the topic ‘HKUST’s 
online and MOOC experience’. 

Looking back on the past 10 months, Professor Pong said “We held 
two Council Meetings and continued with the conduct of accreditation 
site visits in virtual mode by and large smoothly despite the fact that 
the COVID-19 pandemic hard hit many places and countries during 
the same period. The pandemic has expedited the changes that are 

Professor Ting-Chuen Pong is Senior Advisor to the Provost, and 
Professor of Department of Computer Science and Engineering, 
as well as Acting Director of Center for Education Innovation, 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST).

happening in the way we learn and the way we work, etc. and that are 
not going to be reversed. Yet I am hopeful that HKCAAVQ will continue 
to be prepared to meet the challenges under the new normal. I wish the 
best for HKCAAVQ and the sector it serves.” 

“Taking this opportunity, I would like to thank fellow Council Members 
and colleagues at HKCAAVQ for their support and dedication throughout 
the years.”  

FEATURE
ARTICLE

While we bid farewell to the outgoing members Professor 

highly appreciate and hereby offer our heartfelt gratitude 
for their dedication, support and wise counsel 

to HKCAAVQ over the past six years. 

Fond 
Farewell  &

Warm Welcome

Mr Peter Yan King-shun, JP
Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong Cyberport 
Management Company Limited

On this occasion, we also extend our warmest welcome 
to two new members as listed below:

Ir Professor Richard Yuen Kwok-kit
Chief-of-Staff, City University of Hong Kong
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In the face of the challenges posed by COVID-19, many 
provisions of education and training programmes have 
adopted various extents of online delivery. In light of this 
development, HKCAAVQ conducted two online workshops 
on 14 August and 22 October 2020 focusing on the evidence 
requirements specific to online delivery of programmes. 
These two workshops were attended by 81 participants from 
35 organisations.

HKCAAVQ started providing its OLP accreditation service 
in April 2018. Accreditation of OLP is based on the same 
accreditation standards as other learning programmes but 
requires additional evidence to ensure that the intended 
learning outcomes can be achieved with the pedagogies 
and technologies incorporated into the design of the OLP. 
At the centre of consideration is the effectiveness of the 
learning experience to be provided. The workshops also 
highlighted the importance of authentication of learners and 
authentication of learning, as OLP provides new challenges 
and opportunities particularly in these two areas.

Workshops on Accreditation 
of Online Learning Programme (OLP)

POLICY 
UPDATE

On 1 September 2017, The “Community Care Fund 
Programme - Subsidy for Persons Holding Non-local 
Qualifications to Conduct Qualifications Assessment (the 
CCF Programme) (關愛基金援助項目 - 資助持有非本地學歷人士

進行學歷評估) was offered to provide financial assistance to 
persons and/or their spouses with non-local qualifications 
who have passed the means test establishing eligibility for 
assistance under specified assistance schemes to apply for 
qualifications assessment for general purpose conducted 
by the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic 
and Vocational Qualifications. As from 1 September 2020, 
the CCF Programme has been renamed the “Subsidy for 
Persons Holding Non-local Qualifications to Conduct 
Qualifications Assessment (SNQQA) (持有非本地學歷人士進
行學歷評估資助) and offered under Education Bureau’s (EDB) 
regular assistance programme to continue to support those 
Hong Kong citizens with financial needs to assess their non-
local qualifications. For more information on the criteria and 
coverage of the SNQQA, please visit EDB’s website at https://
www.edb.gov.hk/en/student-parents/support-subsidies/
snqqa/index.html.
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The Manual for the Four-stage Quality Assurance Process under the Hong 
Kong Qualifications Framework (the “Manual”), which incorporated details of 
the revised accreditation standards together with the operational guidelines 
was first published in April 2019 to provide prospective and existing Operators 
an integrated document on the accreditation standards and procedures for 
each stage under the Four-stage Quality Assurance Process.

Based on the operational experience, feedback from Operators, and 
development of our accreditation services, the Manual was updated in 
November 2020 to address the relevant operational needs.

The updates cover operational details in the Manual for the purpose of 
enhancing the consistency and currency of the information as well as 
enhancing clarity related to the development of accreditation services, 
accreditation process, outcomes and status. No change is made to the 
accreditation standards under the Four-Stage Quality Assurance Process.

Update on the Manual for the Four-stage 
Quality Assurance Process under 
the Hong Kong Qualifications Framework

The Insurance Authority (IA) has recently announced that 
they regard Type 1 Qualified CPD Activities, which are 
delivered via virtual classrooms as an acceptable form 
of CPD activity.  In light of this development, HKCAAVQ 
is pleased to introduce a new assessment service for 
using virtual classroom as a delivery mode in Structured 
Type 1 Qualified CPD Activities.

The specific information about the assessment criteria 
and application procedures for the new assessment 
service has been announced in the latest revision of 
the Guidance Notes on Assessment of Structured 
Type 1 Qualified CPD Activities for Licensed Insurance 
Intermediaries, which is published on our website.

Launch of Virtual Classroom 
in CPD Activity and Revised 
Guidance Notes on Assessment 
of Structured Type 1 Qualified 
Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) Activities

The Qualifications Register (QR) website has been launched to the public for more than 
a decade. In view of the growing trend of using mobile devices in daily life, a brand new 
QR Mobile website will be launched by end of 2020.

QR Mobile is purposefully designed to facilitate browsing and searching on the QR 
with a mobile device. With a simple and easy-to-read layout, the QR Mobile enables the 
public to search qualifications information and credit transfer arrangements of 8,000+ 
qualifications operated by 200+ operators at the fingertip. All content of the QR Desktop 
is available in the QR Mobile with customisation to fit for purpose. 

Development of QR Mobile

User can even bookmark their favourite records 
and share the information through common 
messenger applications. 

Stay tune to experience QR Mobile and the fine-tuned QR 
Desktop by end of 2020 to keep updated of the 
latest development of the Qualifications Framework 
(QF) and recognised qualifications under the QF!

POLICY 
UPDATE
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AC C R E D I TAT I O N   S E R V I C E S

Academic Accreditation

Local Academic Programmes

Non-local Academic Programmes

Initial Evaluation

Learning Programme Accreditation

Learning Programme Re-accreditation

Learning Programme Accreditation

Learning Programme Re-accreditation

Programme Area Accreditation

12 programmes

9 programmes

1 operator &
1 programme area

1 partnership

4 programmes

8 programmes

As of 30 November 2020, 1,172 summary accreditation reports 
and 2 full accreditation reports have been uploaded on our website. 

Click here to view the Accreditation Reports.

Vocational and Professional Accreditation

Learning Programme Accreditation

Initial Evaluation

Learning Programme Re-accreditation

Assessment Agencies 
for Professional Qualifications

7 operators

26 programmes

22 programmes

1 operator

* Data collected from 2020.04.01 to 2020.07.31

programmes accredited 
or re-accredited

81

programme area has been
quality-assured under 

Programme Area 
Accreditation

1

operators & 1 partnership 
have gone through
Initial Evaluation

process 

7

HKCAAVQ IN
NUMBERS
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Stakeholders

Operators

Specialists

Total

No. of Participants

34

343

377

No. of Sessions

11

3

14

Specialists in the Register

( as of 2020.07.31 )579

Capacity building activities
have been held for Specialists, 
Operators and Staff involving 377 participants 14

143 cases of assessment of non-local courses completed

● New applications (26)           ● Annual returns (101)           ● Course changes (16)

● New applications (58)           ● Re-assessment (112)           ● Course changes (42)

212 cases of assessment of CPD programmes 
for the Insurance Authority completed

417 cases of assessment of CEF reimbursable courses completed

● Registration/ renewal of           ● Amendments (366)           ● Audit Visits (N/A)
registrations (51)

1,409 cases of assessment of 
individual qualifications completed

HKCAAVQ’s Capacity Building Activities

A S S E S S M E N T   S E R V I C E S

T R A I N I N G   S E R V I C E S

HKCAAVQ IN
NUMBERS
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Number of Current Qualifications on QR
by Provider Type and Quality Assurance Status (September 2020)

Number of Current Qualifications on QR by Level (September 2020)

From self-accrediting institutions 
(UGC-funded sector includes 
CityU, CUHK, EdUHK, HKBU, HKU, 
HKUST, LU & PolyU; and OUHK)

From Assessment Agencies 
(including Recognition of Prior 
Learning (RPL), Appointed 
Assessment Agencies and 
Professional Qualification (PQ) 
Assessment Agencies)

From HKCAAVQ-accredited operators

qualifications have been 
registered on the QR 
(as of 2020.09.30)

CAT programmes on the QR 
(as of 2020.09.30)8,296 3,338

0 20001800800 1000 1600600 1400400 1200200

Level 1

Level 7

Level 6

Level 3

Level 5

Level 2

Level 4

● Programme Area      
          Accreditation Status        

● Self-accrediting           

● HKCAAVQ-accredited

  0 + 220 + 7

  7 + 1163 + 34

  52 + 692 + 221

  743 + 614 + 508

  224 + 291 + 562

  183 + 172 + 1,270

  162 + 18 + 1,153

Q U A L I F I CAT I O N S   R E G I S T E R

16.6%

1,371

45.3%

3,755

38.2%

3,170

HKCAAVQ IN
NUMBERS
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LOCAL 
NEWS 
ROUNDUP

M AY 2 0 2 0

University Grants Committee allocates 

a one-off additional $250 million to support 

research projects on COVID-19 and other 

novel infectious diseases in the UGC-funded 

sector.

Details are available here.

J U N 2 0 2 0

CityU has revamped degree classification 

system in alignment with US universities, 

after the Senate’s 118 voting members 

thoroughly discussed and approved 

on 2 June 2020.

View more about the new system here.

S E P 2 0 2 0

The Government announced that the 

Study Subsidy Scheme for Designated 

Professions/Sectors (SSSDP) will subsidise 

a total of 3,306 places in 45 undergraduate 

programmes of eight post-secondary 

institutions for the cohort to be admitted 

in the 2021/22 academic year.

Details are available here.

The Government announced the 

establishment of Steering Committee on 

Promotion of Vocational and Professional 

Education and Training and Qualifications 

Framework. 

View more here.

A U G 2 0 2 0

Hong Kong Institute of Bankers (HKIB) 

has been appointed as an assessment 

agency for issuing professional qualifications 

for the banking industry under the HKQF. 

View here to know more.

O C T 2 0 2 0

Hong Kong Shue Yan University sets up  

iFREE GROUP Innovation and Research 

Centre comprising the Big Data Laboratory, 

the Virtual Reality Laboratory, and the Social 

Robotics & Digital Living Laboratory. The 

Grand Opening Ceremony was held on 28 

October 2020.

Know more about the new centre here.
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HKCAAVQ
HKCAAVQ takes timely measures and 
continue to provide support for stakeholders 
and operators in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. A series of training activities have 
shifted to webinar mode.  The International 
Conference 2020 on 15 September, which 
marked the climax of the Council’s 30th 
anniversary initiatives, was held 
successfully online. 

AROUND THE

WORLD

ASQA
ASQA released 2020-22 ASQA Regulatory 
Strategy, outlining its regulatory priorities 
to support improved training outcomes for 
VET and VET delivery for secondary school 
students across Australia in the time of 
COVID-19 pandemic and post-bushfires 
disruptions. View more here.

CHEA
CHEA worked together with Johns Hopkins 
Center for Health Security and Tuscany 
Strategy Consulting (TSC) to design and 
develop a free resource OpenSmartEdu.org 
in order to provide guidance to colleges and 
universities in operation tactics planning 
amid the many challenges brought by 
COVID-19. Find out more here.

QQI
QQI has launched a report, entitled A QQI 
Evaluation of the Impact of the COVID-19 
Modifications to Teaching, Learning and 
Assessment in Further Education and 
Training (FET) and Higher Education (HE) in 
Ireland. The report highlights learning from 
the many modified measures put in place 
as it documents the full range of initiatives 
established by the institutions and supporting 
bodies to support staff and students during 
the lockdown phase. Find out more here.

INQAAHE
INQAAHE Forum 2020, themed “Quality, 
Competencies, and Learning Outcomes: How 
to be Fit for Generation Z Employability”, was 
successfully hosted by Agency for Quality 
Assurance in Higher Education and Career 
Development (AKKORK) of Russia,  from 28 
September to 1 October  in online mode. 
Details of the Forum are available here.

APQN
The 8th APQ Online Forum was held on 27 
July 2020 and led by Dr I-Jung Grace Lu from 
HEEACT, 32 representatives from 9 countries 
and regions around the world attended to 
discuss “Influence of COVID-19 on Quality 
Assurance: The new normal of Higher 
Education 4.0”. View more here.

UK NARIC
UK NARIC signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Australia-based 
International Centre of Excellence in Tourism 
and Hospitality Education (THE-ICE) with 
a view to supporting the benchmarking and 
improving the quality of qualifications, and 
fostering exchange of expertise and work 
towards combined accreditation procedures 
with an increasingly challenging and complex 
higher education landscape in midst of the 
outbreak of COVID-19. View more here.

ENQA
ENQA ran a social media campaign to 
encourage quality assurance agencies to 
share their valuable policies, practices and 
resources under the hashtag #QAfromHome 
when quality assurance agencies strive to 
sustain quality assurance in the time of 
COVID-19 pandemic. View more here.

TEQSA
TEQSA seeks continuous adjustments to 
their Risk Assessment Framework for 2020. 
A special focus on the financial viability of 
providers due to the significant impacts 
of COVID-19 will be featured in the risk 

received by TEQSA during consultation with 
the sector in 2019. More are available here.
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assessment, together with the feedback



CBQAN General Assembly 2020

Due to travel restrictions between countries in midst of COVID-19 
pandemic, CBQAN General Assembly 2020, originally set on 
14 September 2020, has been postponed to 2021. 

Further details will be announced.

(+852) 3658 0000

communications@hkcaavq.edu.hk

http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk

To subscribe our newsletter, please complete the online form here.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
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