
It gives me great pleasure to introduce the new 

Directorate team of the Hong Kong Council 

for Accreditation of Academic and Vocational 

Qualifications (HKCAAVQ) to you all. We are 

pleased to have Dr Chiu Sau Mee joined HKCAAVQ 

on 1 September 2020 as the Deputy Executive 

Director (VPET), and Dr Joe Hong promoted to 

the Deputy Executive Director (Academic) on 1 

October 2020. 

Dr Chiu has over 30 years of experience in 

the civil service, and held senior management 

positions in government departments. She 

possesses profound experience and knowledge 

in strategic planning and strategy formulation, 

talent development and management, vocational 

and professional education and training (VPET) 

provisions, teaching and learning pedagogies. 

She is currently overseeing the accreditation 

and assessment of institutions and programmes 

in VPET, the development and management of 

the Qualifications Register (QR), as well as the 

exchange and collaborations with Mainland China. 

Dr Hong possesses profound experience and 

knowledge in academic accreditation and 

assessment development, teaching and learning 

pedagogies, assessment in learning, transnational 

education, online programme accreditation, as 

well as knowledge in trends and developments 

of the higher education sector. Well respected 

in the local higher education sector, he has 

also greatly contributed to the development of 

new accreditation services and the knowledge 

management system of HKCAAVQ over the past 

11 years. In his new role, Dr Hong is overseeing 

academic accreditation and assessment, 

qualifications assessment, consultancy, research 

and training, ICT services as well as international 

collaborations. 
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From the Executive Director
The new Directorate team is committed to 

driving further developments of HKCAAVQ in 

underpinning the Hong Kong Qualifications 

Framework (HKQF) through unwavering support 

to stakeholders in achieving continuous quality 

enhancement and excellence.

As his first steps, Dr Hong will lead the strategic 

development in the areas of international 

collaborations building upon existing as well as 

new Memoranda of Understanding to achieve 

deep collaborations, working towards reciprocal 

recognition. At the organisational level, he is 

enthusiastic about leading the transformation of 

HKCAAVQ to become a smart organisation by 

introducing robotic process automation (RPA) 

into the HKCAAVQ Quality Management System 

(QMS) in tandem with an enhanced process flow. 

This will pave the way for HKCAAVQ’s QMS to 

evolve and become AI based.

Dr Chiu is working closely with the Qualifications 

Framework Secretariat (QFS) to further enhance 

cooperation and take our collaborations to new 

heights.  When deepened collaborations are taking 

shape, this will be conducive to a fully aligned 

support to the VPET providers, industry experts 

and relevant stakeholders in the promotion and 

development of VPET. In parallel, she will lead 

the development of applied degrees, work-based 

learning and micro-credentials in light of the 

evolving needs of VPET operators, industries and 

the community at large. 

While we have a full Directorate team, we are 

in the process of recruiting the new Head of 

Academic Accreditation and Assessment (AAA). 

Furthermore, appointments of deputy heads in 

various units will be made where appropriate. 

With all the strategic moves made, we aim to 

ensure that talents are best placed in appropriate 

positions within the Secretariat and they are 

nurtured to further develop their leadership. I 

strongly believe that, with the establishment of a 

new coherent management team, HKCAAVQ will 

attain an even better synergy than before. This is 

of paramount importance to the implementation 

of our strategic plan in supporting quality 

assurance, quality enhancement and excellence 

by stakeholders, and in the performance of our 

role in underpinning the HKQF. 

In the September 2020 Council meeting, we bid a 

fond farewell to two outgoing Council Members, 

Professor Pong Ting-chuen and Professor 

Chetwyn Chan Che-hin.  On behalf of the Council, 

gratitude for their valuable contributions to the 

Council during their tenure.  We are excited to 

have two new Council Members joined us on 

1 October 2020. Mr Peter Yan King-shun, JP 

and Professor Richard Yuen Kwok-kit.  With 

their unique expertise, profound leadership and 

extensive experience, I am confident that we will 

be able to benefit from their professional advice 

and wise counsel in the days to come.

once  again  I  would  like  to  express  my  heartfelt



HKCAAVQ has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Korean Skills 
Quality Authority (KSQA) in August 2020, as its second collaborating partner in the 
international arena with the purview in quality assurance of VET.  

This signing of MoU came after two years of in-depth discussions and fruitful exchange 
between the two agencies. Through this MoU, both agencies agree to work closely 
together toward the development of quality VET in each other’s jurisdiction.   

HKCAAVQ first signs MoU with KSQA
2020.08.14

SPOTLIGHT
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HKCAAVQ was invited to speak at the online information forum on qualifications assessment, hosted by the 
China Education Exchange (Hong Kong) Centre, on 17 August 2020.

Mr Andrew Ho, Head and Senior Registrar of the Qualifications Assessment (QA) Unit of the HKCAAVQ, by 
invitation, gave an overview of HKCAAVQ’s scope of work in underpinning the Hong Kong Qualifications 
Framework (HKQF) to attending students. Mr Ho introduced HKCAAVQ’s qualifications assessment services, 
as well as sharing the Unit’s observations on frequently asked questions such as assessment criteria, factors of 
consideration and assessment procedures of qualifications obtained from Mainland China.

The online forum was attended by over 110 students, who are mainly Hong Kong students currently studying in 
Mainland China, and intending to return to Hong Kong and obtain the qualifications assessment service upon 
completion of their studies.

HKCAAVQ speaks at Online Forum 
on Qualifications Assessment

2020.08.17

Stepping into the 30th anniversary of establishment since 1990, HKCAAVQ rolls out a series of initiatives to 
commemorate this remarkable milestone. The HKCAAVQ International Conference on “From Quality Assurance 
to Quality Enhancement and Excellence”, co-organised by Qualifications Framework Secretariat (QFS) and the 
Federation of Self-Financing Tertiary Education (FSTE), was held in September and marked the climax of the 
Council’s 30th anniversary celebration. 

Officiated by Mr Kevin Yeung, JP, Secretary for Education; Ir Dr Alex Chan, BBS, Chairman of HKCAAVQ Council; Mr 
Rock Chen, SBS, JP, Vice-chairman of HKCAAVQ Council and Mr Albert Chow, Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, the 
whole-day conference, consisting of a number of keynote speeches and two panel discussions, was the first-ever 
hybrid conference of HKCAAVQ and served as a meaningful platform for knowledge and information exchange 
between the counterparts in the higher education sector. 

HKCAAVQ has demonstrated high efficiency and caliber in coping with the physical constraints under the 
challenging pandemic time by launching the conference online, which allowed easy and safe access to both local 
and overseas participants to join this occasion. Over 1,700 views were recorded online.  

HKCAAVQ International Conference 2020
2020.09.15

SPOTLIGHT
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SPOTLIGHT

2020.09.22

HKCAAVQ and the Commission for Academic Accreditation (CAA), the UAE’s 
National Accreditation Agency affiliated with the Ministry of Education, have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on 22 September 2020, agreeing to a new mutually 
supportive and collaborative framework for engagement between the two bodies. 
The formalisation of this relationship will lead to greater sharing of information and 
collaboration on mutually agreed projects and activities.

CAA is the UAE Federal Government Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 
which works collaboratively with relevant international and local authorities in the 
Emirates, it has a key leadership role in securing and developing the quality of higher 
education in the UAE.

The partnership will assist in developing transnational education, skills and vocational 
education in the UAE and Hong Kong SAR. It will also enable the sharing of information 
on the higher education sector in the UAE and the Hong Kong SAR.

HKCAAVQ first signs MoU with CAA
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SPOTLIGHT

HKCAAVQ Forum Series – Meeting the Challenges with 
Quality Assurance, Quality Enhancement and Excellence: From 
Contingencies to Norms was held on 21 October 2020 at Sheraton 
Hong Kong Hotel & Towers. 

The occasion came timely and brought the industry together for 
exchanging and sharing their unique and professional experiences 
in tackling challenges, as well as embracing opportunities in 
devotion to quality assurance, in this time of the outbreak of 
COVID-19 pandemic when new norms in learning and teaching are 
being derived from contingencies.

Distinguished speakers from several local academic programme 
operators shared their distinctive views and experience during this 
critical period of time, including Professor Lilian Vrijmoed Kwan, 
Vice-President (Academic) of UOW College Hong Kong; Professor 
Allan Yuen, President of Yew Chung College of Early Childhood 
Education and Dr Kim Mak, BBS, JP, President of Caritas Institute 
of Higher Education. Apart from presentations, our speakers 
also addressed to the participants’ questions in the Question 
and Answer Session, which had led to meaningful and fruitful 
discussion with valuable take-home messages. 

Representatives from 19 higher education institutes and 
programme operators attended the forum with cautious social 
distancing measures and arrangement. 

HKCAAVQ Forum series – Meeting the Challenges with Quality Assurance, 
Quality Enhancement and Excellence : From Contingencies to Norms

2020.10.21
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