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First, in terms of international benchmarking, we have 
carried out a joint exercise with the Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education (QAA) of the United 
Kingdom (UK) earlier this year regarding a UK transna-
tional education (TNE) provision in Hong Kong. Following 
the joint exercise, QAA had issued a new report which 
concludes that “HKCAAVQ’s reviews and judgements can

In HKCAAVQ, we put an emphasis on seeking 
continuous improvement in the way we perform 
our role as a quality assurance agency and 
provide our services to our stakeholders in 
underpinning the Hong Kong Qualifications 
Framework (HKQF).

I and my colleagues are committed to working 
together with our stakeholders to scale new 
heights.  

be relied upon for the purpose of UK quality assurance by the QAA and institutions”, and that “with HKCAAVQ’s 
peer-review panels and the use of the HKQF, QAA can confidently rely on HKCAAVQ’s accreditation decisions for UK TNE 
provision in Hong Kong.”  This is a recognition for our effort in pursuit of quality enhancement both locally and on the 
international front. HKCAAVQ will continue to explore similar opportunity for collaboration with other quality assurance
agencies overseas, such as Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency's (TEQSA) of Australia. 

Second, responding to the changing education and vocational training sectors, HKCAAVQ is pleased to have implemented 
its differentiated accreditation approach to address the diversity of operators and recognise their varying degree of 
achievements in quality assurance.  After a lapse of one-year implementation, the words “differentiated approach” start 
crystallising into actions with promising outcomes, not only with some of the operators but also with us. I am more than 
happy to see that more are being invested in quality enhancement on an on-going basis and the outcomes at an initial stage 
have been very encouraging.  I have shared the initial outcomes with our stakeholders in the HKQF International 
Conference 2018, which took place on 17 and 18 September 2018 in Hong Kong. The presentation material is also 
available on the Conference website .
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Last, in support of the new initiative of the Government, with pleasure, HKCAAVQ has just launched our new service for 
accreditation of assessment agencies for professional qualifications.  This new service has come timely to cater for the 
emerging market demands. In line with the Government’s initiative, we will start the dialogue with interested organisations 
and our key stakeholder the Qualifications Framework Secretariat (QFS) as part of the accreditation process and facilitate 
them in the process.  We envisage that more organisations would appreciate the benefits the status of assessment agency 
can bring to them as an organisation and the industry as a whole in the medium and long term.  

We look forward to your continuous support and participation in our work. 

https://www.hkqfic2018.hk/en/index.html
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HKCAAVQ has been collaborating with QQI in the �eld of quality assurance over the years. The previous years of success in the exchange of expertise and 
experience have proven the importance of such collaboration.

HKCAAVQ renews MoU with QQI

HKCAAVQ renewed its Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Quality and Quali�cations Ireland (QQI) in September 
2018, marking another important milestone for further 
strengthening collaboration between both agencies. 
 

The re-signing ceremony took place at the Central Government 
O�ces of Hong Kong SAR on 18 September 2018, and was 
o�ciated by Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, Mr Albert Chow, 
and Chief Executive of QQI, Dr Padraig Walsh. The remarkable 
event was also witnessed by Mr David Costello, Consul-General 
of Ireland in Hong Kong, and Mr Rex Chang, Deputy Secretary 
for Education of Hong Kong SAR Government as well as Council 
Chairman and Members of HKCAAVQ. 
 

HKCAAVQ Annual Dinner 2018   

More than 120 guests gathered at World Trade Centre Club in Causeway Bay on 19 September 2018 for HKCAAVQ’s Annual Dinner, which was held to 
celebrate another fruitful year of success and achievements. The dinner was one of the important occasions for HKCAAVQ to meet collaborative partners, 
clients and other stakeholders in the education and training sectors, and to thank them for their continual support. 
 

At his welcoming remarks, Ir Dr Alex Chan, BBS, Chairman of HKCAAVQ Council, shared HKCAAVQ’s achievements, new initiatives and insights to future 
development with attending guests. Dr Chan also highlighted HKCAAVQ’s strengthened support for quality enhancement of the Vocational and 
Professional Education and Training (VPET) provisions, as well as contributions to the Government’s new initiatives in the development of HKQF. 
 

This year HKCAAVQ was honoured to have Mr Kevin Yeung Yun-hung, JP, Secretary for Education, as the Principal Guest for the gathering. In his 
thoughtful speech, Mr Yeung shared with attending guests about various achievements and latest development of HKQF.  Mr Yeung was appreciative of 
the commitments and e�orts made by many stakeholders, without which these achievements could not be made possible.  
 

Mr Chan Ka-kui, Chairman of the Construction Industry Council, Guest-of-honor of the dinner, also addressed the gathering by sharing the particular 
role CIC has been playing over the years among professionals and practitioners of the construction industry in Hong Kong.  Mr Chan also thanked 
HKCAAVQ for the professional advice as CIC seeks continuous improvements to its wide range of training programmes.  
 

The presence and overwhelming support from all key stakeholders contributed to the remarkable success of the evening and had made the Annual 
Dinner a memorable one. 



HKCAAVQ’s Deputy Executive Director (Academic) Mr Robert Fearnside was invited by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) to their 
Annual Conference, themed Delivering Impact through Innovation, which took place in Cardi�, the United Kingdom in April 2018.
      

At the conference, Mr Robert Fearnside of HKCAAVQ and Dr Fabrizio Tri�ro, Manager International of QAA, jointly-presented at a breakout session on 
the topic “Transnational education (TNE) – Ireland and Hong Kong”. Mr Fearnside shared the HKCAAVQ’s approach to accreditation of non-local 
learning programmes and operating environment of TNE partnerships in Hong Kong, and updated the participants with the TNE developments and 
regulatory arrangements in Hong Kong.

HKCAAVQ attends Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA)  
Annual Conference in UK
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HKCAAVQ’s Registrar Dr Joe Hong was invited to join the representatives from the KHDA, QAA, CPE and University of West of London to share the ideas 
and experiences on accreditation of online learning programmes in the Panel session – TNE quality assurance: a collaborative approach.
 

The rapid development of online education has brought about challenges and opportunities for both institutions and quality assurance agencies. 
These include validity and recognition of degrees and quality of online education provision by di�erent jurisdictions. Similar to face-to-face education 
provision, when online education providers enter new jurisdictions, they are required to comply with both their home and new regulatory and quality 
assurance systems. There is often duplication of work and increased burden for institutions and the quality assurance agencies of both sending and 
receiving countries. Panelists from agencies and institutions in four countries/regions explored how these challenges and opportunities were being 
addressed through collaborative arrangements. 
 

Subsequent to its presentation titled “Good practice in online programme accreditation” at the 2016 Indonesia APEC Quality Assurance in Online 
Education Workshop, HKCAAVQ’s  development of its approach to online learning programme accreditation was presented to and widely recognised by 
the audience at the Panel session. 

HKCAAVQ speaks at Going Global 2018          
Going Global is an annual conference for leaders of international 
education to discuss the challenges facing the international 
education community and drive future agendas. 
 

Attended by over a thousand delegates from about 60 countries/
areas, the 2018 conference themed “Global connections, local impact: 
Creating 21st century skills, knowledge and impact for society-wide 
good”. Issues such as the priorities in ensuring national tertiary 
education is �t to meet the future needs of students, employers and 
communities, and the risks and opportunities that new trends pose to 
students, sta� and communities, were explored through the lenses of 
education policy, economic development and engagement. 

HKCAAVQ participated in the 2018 APQN Annual Conference in India

Mr. Sam Ho, HKCAAVQ’s Registrar, participated in annual conference of the Asia-Paci�c Quality 
Network (APQN) on “Capacity Building for Next-Generation Quality Assurance in Higher Education”, 
which took place in Nagpur, India in March 2018.
  

At the conference, the keynote speaker highlighted that institutions and/or accreditors must take 
steps to ensure that graduates are capable of meeting the demands of the disruptive education 
landscape and job market.
  

The conference was attended by around 100 delegates, and provided a forum for professional discussions about the capacity building needs of the 
quality assurance professionals in the next decade.  
  

On behalf of HKCAAVQ, Mr Ho presented a paper on Capacity Building of Peer Reviewers at the conference.  The paper outlined the experience of 
HKCAAVQ in providing training and support to peer reviewers (or Specialists).  It also outlined the proposed directions of change that will address the 
feedback and meet the needs of the HKCAAVQ Specialists.
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HKCAAVQ and NIAD-QE entered into a Memorandum of Understanding in January 2016 as 
partner organisations with the aim of, among others, establishing a strategic alliance to 
enhance the operations of external quality assurance in both jurisdictions. Both parties 
recognise the value of sta� exchanges as a means of exchanging information and 
expertise as well as providing developmental opportunities for sta�.  
 

Following the visit of two NIAD-QE sta� to HKCAAVQ for a one-week attachment in March 
2017, Dr Kathy Chung, HKCAAVQ’s Registrar, visited NIAD-QE’s Takebashi  O�ce and 
Kodaira O�ce in Tokyo from 11 to 14 June 2018. Kathy’s four-day attachment commenced  

Attachment Visit to National Institution for Academic Degrees and 
Quality Enhancement of Higher Education (NIAD-QE) of Japan

with a warm welcome by the NIAD-QE’s President, Dr Hideki Fukuda, and his colleagues. During the informative brie�ngs provided by senior sta� in 
the Research Department, Research & Development Division, Department of University Education as well as the International A�airs Division, Kathy 
was able to learn more about NIAD–QE’s activities in the higher education sector in Japan which serve as useful reference for enhancing quality 
assurance practices of HKCAAVQ. Kathy also observed the orientation for participating universities in Certi�ed Evaluation and Accreditation (CEA), 
where she was impressed by the detailed explanations and experience-sharing provided to the participants to prepare them for the third cycle of CEA. 
In addition, arrangements were specially made for Kathy to meet with the Executive Director of Japan University Accreditation Association (JUAA), Mr 
Jun Kudo, to further her understanding about CEA among the operators of private higher education in Japan.

Kathy was invited to conduct two presentations on HKCAAVQ 
accreditation in support of the HKQF and Quali�cations Register 
(QR), including our new developments such as the HKCAAVQ’s 
revised accreditation standards and HKQF’s Generic Level 
Descriptors (2018 version), and the launch of our accreditation 
service for online programmes. The audience included NIAD-QE's 
researchers and sta� members, as well as representatives from 
MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Sciences and 
Technology – Japan). Participants showed particular interest in 
Programme Area Accreditation as an integral part of HKCAAVQ’s 
Four-stage Quality Assurance Process that allows operators to 
accredit and self-monitor their own learning programmes within a 
de�ned scope at the approved QF level and below.

Kathy has gained in-depth understanding of NIAD-QE’s evaluation and degree-awarding activities, and the knowledge will be shared with HKCAAVQ 
colleagues through internal sharing sessions. 

Professional Training Workshop in Quality Assurance
As enshrined in its vision and mission statement, HKCAAVQ aims to be a nationally and globally recognised independent quality assurance body in 
education and training. Following this vision, HKCAAVQ designed and delivered its �rst “Professional Training Workshop in Quality Assurance” in Hong 
Kong from 12 to 16 March 2018.  
 

The workshop was attended by 25 quality assurance practitioners and professionals, including participants from Australia, Mauritius, Oman and 
Singapore.  Feedback from participants indicated that the workshop was well received.  The highlights of the workshop can be viewed on our website.
 

If you are interested in attending the workshop in 2019, we encourage you to leave your contact information via 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PTW2019.  We will keep you updated when the schedule is con�rmed.
 

If you are interested in having a tailor-made version of the workshop delivered for your organisation and/or stakeholders, please contact 
training@hkcaavq.edu.hk or +852 3658 0147.

https://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/services/training/professional_training_workshop/2018_highlights
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Accreditation of Vocational Quali�cations Pathway (VQP) Programmes
VQP under HKQF maps out the learning and employment progression pathways in an industry through the acquisition of competences required for 
speci�c job roles as stated in the Speci�cation of Competency Standards (SCS). 
 

HKCAAVQ conducted the pilot projects of accreditation of VQP programmes in Automotive, Banking, and Property Management industries in 2016 and 
2017. To support the latest development of HKQF, HKCAAVQ is in active dialogue with stakeholders and conducts accreditation for VQP programmes 
developed under the HKQF.

Accreditation of Health Worker (HW) and Related Learning 
Announcement has been made by the Social Welfare Department (SWD) of the HKSAR Government to revise the training speci�cations for HW 
Training. With e�ect from 1 September 2018, all learning programmes o�ered by non-self-accrediting institutions that seek to be recognised by SWD 
as approved HW training must be accredited by HKCAAVQ. 

The curriculum speci�cations for the Care Worker Training at QF Level 2 and Home Manager Training at QF Level 4 were recently introduced by SWD. 
The same requirement for accreditation by HKCAAVQ will also apply to these kinds of learning programmes. HKCAAVQ will announce the accreditation 
arrangements in due course. 

Joint conference with FSTE on Striving for Quality Education

On 1 June 2018, HKCAAVQ again joined as an 
Associate Organiser of this signi�cant annual 
conference of the Federation for Self-�nancing 
Tertiary Education (FSTE), themed “Striving for 
Quality Education” at the PolyU Hung Hom Bay 
Campus.  
 

Professor Peter Yuen, Chairman of the FSTE, and 
Mr Albert Chow, Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, 
made welcoming address and opening remarks at 
the beginning of the conference. In his keynote 
speech, Professor Anthony Cheung, Chairman of 
the Committee on Self-�nancing Post-secondary 
Education, gave an overview of self-�nancing 
post-secondary education’s latest landscape and 
development, and shared his observations  and 

suggested possible ways forward for raising the support for institutions and students as well as the future development of the sector. 
 

The Conference aims at facilitating the inter�ow of good practices in quality assurance and pedagogy, student support and sta� development. The 
Conference was attended by over 200 representatives of the higher education, and vocational and professional education and training institutions.
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During the meetings, members of the Liaison Panel for Academic Accreditation (LPAA) also discussed issues such as possible cooperation between HKCAAVQ and 
the professional bodies in accreditation, student engagement in quality assurance, accreditation of online learning programmes, and the impact of 
Non-means-Tested Subsidy Scheme for Self-�nancing Undergraduate Studies in Hong Kong and the Mainland on local accredited programmes. 

As for the Liaison Panel for Accreditation of Vocational and Professional Education and Training (LPAVPET), members exchanged views on their accreditation 
experience, the use of HKCAAVQ’s e-Portal, validity period for programme accreditation, latest development of the vocational and professional education and 
training (VPET) sector in Hong Kong. Members also o�ered suggestions for further development of HKCAAVQ’s accreditation services to better meet the demands 
of the VPET sector. 

The terms of reference and the membership of the two liaison panels, as well as the agendas and notes of meetings held as of 2017 have been published on the 
HKCAAVQ website.

Over the past two years, the liaison panel meetings have enhanced the communications between HKCAAVQ and its key stakeholders. The discussions have also 
assisted in HKCAAVQ’s formulation and implementation of various policies and procedures. HKCAAVQ is more than happy to see that it also serves as a valuable 
platform for the liaison panel members to explore the possibility of cooperation among themselves, such as in massive open online courses. 

HKCAAVQ is preparing for the appointment of members for the second term of the two liaison panels. We now take this opportunity to express our deepest 
appreciation to the time and support given by the liaison panel members. We are committed to continuing to work closely with our stakeholders. 

In 2015, HKCAAVQ invited the International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE) to benchmark our quality assurance policies, 
processes and practices against INQAAHE’s Guidelines of Good Practice in Quality Assurance. In the INQAAHE External Review report. In its review report, the 
INQAAHE Expert Panel recommended HKCAAVQ to establish mechanisms such as an industry advisory committee to augment its current methods of engaging 
operators and better facilitate two-way communication. 

In support of the INQAAHE Expert Panel’s recommendation, the Council of HKCAAVQ was presented relevant proposal and approved the proposed establishment of 
two liaison panels, one with stakeholders of academic accreditation and another with those of vocational and professional accreditation, in February 2016. The 
liaison panel members are senior executives nominated by representing organisations and appointed by HKCAAVQ for a three-year term. The composition of the 
liaison panels includes representatives from (a) accredited operators, (b) employers / trade associations / professional bodies / relevant public bodies, and (c) 
HKCAAVQ specialists. The two liaison panels have di�erent membership, but they share the same objectives, terms of reference and practices. The liaison panels 
normally meet once a year, and additional meetings may be held on a need basis. The panel meetings serve as a forum for HKCAAVQ’s dialogue with the main 
stakeholders of accreditation services on issues pertaining to the parameters within which HKCAAVQ operates and topics of mutual interest related to the 
development of our services and latest developments of quality assurance in other places.  

In the past two years, HKCAAVQ shared with the two liaison panels on the latest developments of our accreditation services, such as implementation of a facilitation 
phase in the accreditation process, publication of full accreditation report, implementation of the noti�cation approach in substantial change assessment, 
di�erentiated accreditation approaches, non-QF accreditation for programmes operating in Mainland China, and the development of a centralised database on QR 
for Credit Accumulation and Transfer. 

Liasion Panels

6

https://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/engagement/local_engagement/liaison_panels
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At the meeting of the Liaison Panel for Academic Accreditation in August 2017 the institutional representatives raised with HKCAAVQ the issue of enhancing public 
con�dence in the quality of self-�nanced degree operators and their accredited degree programmes.
 

In response HKCAAVQ proposed, as one measure, the setting up of a liaison meeting with student representatives to inform them about the work of HKCAAVQ and 
to provide an opportunity for discussions between student representatives and HKCAAVQ on issues surrounding the developments in the higher education sector.
 

To this end, HKCAAVAQ invited accredited higher education institutions to nominate up to two representatives from their student body (e.g. student union / 
association / society) to participate in HKCAAVQ’s student liaison meetings. Student representatives selected by their institutions are current students; have a 
general awareness of the higher education sector and / or have had some experience in representing students in quality assurance activities; and have good
communication skills.
 

Three meetings were held on 27 October 2017, 16 March and 6 July 2018 with the participation of over 20 student representatives from more than 12 
self-�nancing institutions in each meeting. During the meetings, HKCAAVQ introduced to students its services, Four-Stage QA Process, accreditation criteria and 
details of the process of accreditation, shared with them the recent developments in the higher education sector, and explored ways in which students may provide 
input to HKCAAVQ’s quality assurance process. To bring in an international perspective to student engagement, HKCAAVQ invited Professor Malcolm McVicar, former 
Vice-Chancellor of University of Central Lancashire, to make a presentation on “Student Engagement in the United Kingdom” on 16 March 2018 which highlighted 
the importance of the student voice in the quality assurance process in the UK. 
 

The meetings were well received by students. Students commented in the end-of-meeting surveys that they learned more about the role and accreditation process 
of HKCAAVQ and that they appreciated the meetings had provided a platform for them to share with one another their views about higher education.
 

To continue to engage students in future activities, HKCAAVQ has devised a range of initiatives. First of all, a “VQ Club” will be formed to promote a sense of belonging 
for student representatives taking part in the meetings. Information about international good practices of student participation in academic quality assurance will 
be shared with the students via an e-platform of HKCAAVQ. From among the attending students, HKCAAVQ will identify a number of lead student representatives 
and invite them to relevant quality assurance (QA) training. Equipped with proper QA knowledge, lead student representatives will then be invited to observe 
HKCAAVQ’s accreditation exercises. In the long term, HKCAAVQ intends to explore the inclusion of students as members of review panels.

7

Student Liaison Meetings



HKCAAVQ Council Member shares his view on the link between 
quali�cations frameworks and validation arrangements
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HKCAAVQ Council Member Prof James Calleja, also the Principal and CEO of Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology, delivered a presentation titled “The Link 
Between Quali�cations Framework and Validation Arrangements” at a roundtable session which took place at HKCAAVQ o�ce on 23 May 2018. 

During the session, Prof Calleja shared his insights into the fundamental values of informal learning, challenges in validation arrangements and the di�erent 
evidence requirements in the validation of formal and informal learning, as well as giving examples of validation arrangements from Portugal, Italy, France and 
Iceland.

The minds opening presentation was attended by HKCAAVQ Council Members, representatives from the Quali�cations Frameworks Secretariat and HKCAAVQ 
colleagues, who have keen interest in how formal and informal learning take place in other jurisdictions and their recognition mechanisms. The presentation of 
Prof Calleja was followed by an Q&A session which also aroused much attention and further discussions between the Non-local Council Members of HKCAAVQ and 
local participants. 

Prof Calleja has been involved in vocational education and training since 2001. Before his appointment as Principal and CEO of the Malta College of Arts, Science and 
Technology in June 2018, Prof Calleja was Director of European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (Cedefop) from 2013 to May 2018. Before joining 
Cedefop, he served as Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education and Employment in his native Malta from 2011 to 2013. He has participated in international 
events in various countries in Europe, North America, South-East Asia, Australia, Africa, the Middle East and in the Mediterranean region.

FEATURE

8



Joint Review with Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education (QAA), United Kingdom 
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HKCAAVQ and QAA have a long history of cooperation underpinned by a Memorandum of Understanding, which was renewed in 2016. Both agencies have 
committed to working together to enhance external quality assurance in both jurisdictions and improve the quality of higher education in the United Kingdom and
Hong Kong. This commitment includes seeking to strengthen cooperation in the quality assurance of UK transnational education (TNE) in Hong Kong.

In the spirit of this commitment, QAA and HKCAAVQ undertook a joint exercise in May 2018, which included an accreditation exercise by HKCAAVQ and a review of 
the partnership between a UK university and a local operator in Hong Kong by QAA. 

The joint exercise aimed at reducing the information burden on the operators and avoiding duplication of quality assurance requirements and processes.  Through 
the conduct of the joint exercise, HKCAAVQ and QAA also explored good practices in quality assurance and the possibility of mutual recognition of each of the two 
agencies’ accreditation work. 

This joint exercise has laid a solid foundation for active collaboration between the two international quality assurance agencies to develop a joint quality assurance 
approach. This valuable experience also informs HKCAAVQ on the way forward to foster closer collaboration with other quality assurance agencies in conducting 
joint reviews.

9

FEATURE



POLICY UPDATE
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Accreditation of Assessment Agencies for Professional Quali�cations (AAPQ)

The HKCAAVQ Council approved the Revised Accreditation Standards under the Four-stage Quality Assurance Process in January 2018.  The revised 
accreditation standards and the Evidence Guides for all the four stages of the Four-stage QA process for Academic Accreditation and Vocational and 
Professional Accreditation were promulgated on 1 April 2018, to provide guidance to operators for the selection of appropriate evidence to demonstrate 
meeting the relevant accreditation standards.
 

To enhance the clarity and user-friendliness of the HKQF’s Generic Level Descriptors (GLD), the EDB conducted its �rst review on the GLD in 2017 since the 
launch of HKQF. After the review, the EDB published the set of revised GLD and Explanatory Notes (2018 version). 
 

Operators seeking accreditation from HKCAAVQ with the due date of submission of accreditation documents on or after 1 April 2019 are required to adopt 
the HKCAAVQ’s revised accreditation standards and HKQF’s GLD (2018 version).

The Project was kicked o� in October 2016. The preparation work for the CAT Centralised Database on the QR has been in good progress. 
 

In January 2018 a focus group was conducted among major user groups for a preview of the prototype of CAT centralised database by di�erent user 
representatives and collection of users’ views on the usability of the prototype. Based on the analysis of valuable feedbacks and suggestions from both 
operators and learners, the prototype of CAT centralised database was further re�ned, including the additions of a CAT search landing page and of CAT 
search facilities using sending quali�cations as a search criterion. 
 

The Project has received encouraging support from operators in particular those from the self-accrediting sector, for the indication of CAT arrangements 
on the QR. The CAT data provision / collection exercise with this sector has been completed with very positive response. 
The Project is targeted for completion with the launch of the CAT centralised database on the QR in October 2018.  
To increase the public awareness of the CAT centralised database, HKCAAVQ is going to stage a full-�edged Launching Ceremony of CAT Centralised 
Database on 13 November 2018, as part of the HKCAAVQ Annual Event.

The Education Bureau (EDB) recently introduced an initiative for interested organisations to seek accreditation from HKCAAVQ to become assessment 
agencies for issuing professional quali�cations that are recognised under the Hong Kong Quali�cations Framework (HKQF). 
 

Upon successful accreditation by HKCAAVQ and subsequent appointment by the Secretary for Education as an assessment agency under the Accredita-
tion of Academic and Vocational Quali�cations Ordinance (Cap. 592), the organisation will be able to issue quali�cations recognised under the HKQF and 
listed in the Quali�cations Register (QR) in the category of professional quali�cations.  
 

 “Professional quali�cations” refer to quali�cations (other than mere membership status) granted by a bona �de local organisation to individuals who 
meet, among others, the requisite academic quali�cations plus prescribed years of industry or professional experience and have passed through a robust 
assessment in written or practical format, not underpinned by an associated learning programme.  
 

The new accreditation service commenced in September 2018. For details of the accreditation service, please refer to HKCAAVQ website. 

Revised Accreditation Standards under the HKCAAVQ’s Four-stage Quality Assurance Process and 
HKQF’s Generic Level Descriptors (2018 version) 

Update on the Project of Credit Accumulation and Transfer (CAT) Centralised Database on Quali�cations Register (QR)

HKCAAVQ’s pilot run to enhance transparency of accreditation schedule

Operators often adopt forward planning in developing and launching new programmes to meet market demands.  This is particularly essential in the 
case of specialised programmes which require prior approval or recognition from other regulatory or professional bodies.  To facilitate operators’ forward 
planning, HKCAAVQ’s Vocational and Professional Accreditation Unit (VPA Unit) is initiating a pilot run to publicize on the HKCAAVQ’s e-Portal the 
available accreditation time slots in the next 3-9 months for the operators‘ information.
 

This initiative is aimed at enhancing transparency of accreditation schedule in the communication between VPA Unit and operators; ensuring that the 
operators’ expectations are better served; facilitating operators to choose their preferred accreditation time slots that better suit their programme 
development schedule and readiness; achieving a better deployment of HKCAAVQ sta� resources to meet the operators’ needs.  The VPA Unit will 
maintain a close dialogue with the operators and gauge their feedback in the implementation of the new initiative.

10
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103 programmes 
have been  
accredited or   
re-accredited

3 programme 
areas have been 
quality-assured 
under Programme 
Area Accreditation

4 operators have 
gone through the 
Initial  
Evaluation process

Academic Accreditation
Local academic programmes
Learning Programme Accreditation 6 programmes
Learning Programme Re-Accreditation 10 programmes
Programme Area Accreditation 1 operator and 2  

programme areas

Institution Review for Cap 320 

 

Registration
1 operator

Non-local academic programmes
Learning Programme Accreditation 3 programmes
Learning Programme Re-Accreditation 12 programmes

Vocational and Professional Accreditation
Initial Evaluation 5 operators
Learning Programme Accreditation 26 programmes
Learning Programme Re-Accreditation 35 programmes

* Data collected from 1 April 2018 – 31 July 2018

As of 31 July 2018, 776 summary accreditation reports 
have been uploaded on our website.  Click here to view Summary 

 

Accreditation Reports.

768 Specialists in the 
Register (as of 31 Jul 2018)

14 capacity building activities 
have been held for Specialists, 
Operators and Staff involving

 

 

727 participants (1 Apr 2018 
– 31 Jul 2018)

HKCAAVQ’s capacity building activities

Stakeholders No. of sessions No. of participants
Specialists 2 130
Operators 11 561
Staff 1 36

Total 14 727

204 cases of assessment of non-local courses completed

309 cases of assessment of CEF Reimbursable  
Courses completed

231 cases of assessment of CPD Programmes for the  
Insurance Authority completed

3154
completed

* Data collected from 1 April 2018 – 31 July 2018

Institutional Review for Private 
University

1 operator

Accreditation of Assessment Agency 1 assessment agency
and 1 industry

Re-accreditation of Assessment Agency 1 assessment agency
and 1 industry

TRAINING SERVICES

New applications (13)

Annual returns (137)

Course changes (54)

HKCAAVQ in NUMBERS

13

137

54

93

34

104

New applications (34)

Re-assessment (93)

Course changes (104)

New applications (36)

Amendments (250)

Audit visits(23)

23 36

250
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https://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk/en/publications/summary-accreditation-reports
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810
9.9%

4179
51.1%3189

39.0%

From HKCAAVQ-accredited operators
(51.1%) 

From Assessment Agencies (including Recognition 
of Prior Learning (RPL) Appointed Assessment 
Agencies and Professional  Quali�cation (PQ)  
Assessment Agency)
(9.9%)

Number of Current Quali�cations on QR by Provider Type and Quality Assurance Status (as of September 2018)

HKCAAVQ in NUMBERS

QUALIFICATIONS REGISTER

From self-accrediting institutiions (UGC-funded 
sector includes CityU, CUHK, EdUHK, HKBU, HKU, 
HKUST, LU & PolyU; and OUHK) 
(39.0%)

8,288 quali�cations have been registered on the QR (as of 17 August 2018)and 1,711 CAT Programmes on the QR (as of 27 July 2018)
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Number of Current Quali�cations on QR by Level (as of September 2018)

Click here to view detailed breakdown of the September 2018 statistics.
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Around the World
MQA gives further assurance on Quality Education
As the sole quality assurance body for tertiary education in Malaysia, the Malaysian Quali�cations Agency (MQA) is committed to ensuring the quality of higher 
education programmes o�ered by private higher education institutions (PHEIs). In its latest article, MQA outlined how quality of foundation programmes o�ered 
by PHEIs is ensured through quality assurance work. Click here to read more.  

CHEA seeks comments on proposed revisions to 2010 Recognition Policy & Procedures
The Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) sought comment on proposed revisions to the 2010 CHEA Recognition Policy and Procedures, which 
contains the standards and processes to review accrediting organisations to determine whether they will be recognised by CHEA. See the annotated version of 
the proposed 2018 revisions here. 

QQI given new powers to regulate ELE sector
Quality and Quali�cations Ireland (QQI), the agency responsible for assuring quality in Irish education and training, has welcomed cabinet approval of a Bill that 
will enhance QQI’s powers in the area of English language education (ELE). Click here to view more. 

O�ce Of The Inspector General reports on USDE oversight of accrediting organisations 
U.S. Department of Education(USDE)’s O�ce of the Inspector General (OIG) published a �nal audit report, titled U.S. Department of Education’s Recognition and 
Oversight of Accrediting Agencies, in June 2018. The report is available on USDE’s website. 

USDE announces negotiated rule rulemaking on accreditation in 2019 
U.S. Department of Education(USDE) published a Federal Register notice in July 2018, announcing its intention to convene a negotiated rulemaking committee 
to revise regulations regarding accreditation and the recognition of accrediting organisations. The goal is to reduce current compliance requirements, 
concentrating accreditors’ e�orts on educational quality and strengthening commitment to innovation. Click here to view more. 

HKCAAVQ Annual Event 2018

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the HKQF, HKCAAVQ will organise the annual event, jointly with the Education Bureau and Quali�cations Framework 
Secretariat on 13 November 2018. This year’s topics will include the bene�ts of implementing the CAT, challenges and opportunities in the promotion and quality 
assurance of VPET provisions, new approach to quality assurance, linkage between QF recognition and vocational pathways, learner engagement. To know more 
about the event, please visit our website.

Review of UK Transnational Education (TNE) in Hong Kong: Collaborative Quality Assurance Activities Across Borders

This event is jointly organised by HKCAAVQ, the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) of the United Kingdom and the British Council on 25 October 
2018. For more details, please visit HKCAAVQ website. 
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Government’s task force released consultation document on the review of self-�nancing post-secondary education 
The Task Force on Review of Self-�nancing Post-secondary Education released a consultation document on 25 June 2018 to solicit views from members of the 
public on its observations and possible ways for supporting the self-�nancing post-secondary education sector. The consultation document is available on the 
Education Bureau’s website. 

Local News Roundup

Secretary for Education, Mr Kevin Yeung, o�ciated at the HKQF Partnerships Commendation Ceremony cum QF 10th Anniversary Celebration. Mr Yeung present-
ed certi�cates of commendation to over 200 organisations including enterprises, industry-related trade associations and unions, professional bodies and Govern-
ment departments for their support and contributions to the HKQF. Click here to view more details. 

The Government has obtained approval from the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council for funding of the Continuing Education Fund to support the 
implementation of various enhancement measures. The enhancement measures will be implemented with e�ect from 1 April 2019. Click here to view more 
details. 

For the purpose of enhancing the operation of CEF, the Labour and Welfare Bureau (LWB) has commissioned HKCAAVQ to provide a consultancy service to assist 
in implementing a series of enhancement measures with e�ect from 1 April 2019. Accreditation for non-accredited CEF courses will commence in 2019 spanning 
across four years. Click here to understand more about the service.

Contact us

T: +852 3658 0000
E: engagement@hkcaavq.edu.hk
W: http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk

newsletter, please click 
To subscribe our newsletter or update your profile, please email to engagement@hkcaavq.edu.hk. To unsubscribe from this 

here or send a blank email to unsubscribe@hkcaavq.edu.hk with subject “unsubscribe”.

Labour and Welfare Bureau’s announcement of CEF enhancement measures 

HKCAAVQ supports the Information Expo on Multiple Pathways 2018
The Information Expo on Multiple Pathways 2018, organised by the Education Bureau, was held on 4 & 5 May 2018 at Kowloon Bay International Trade & Exhibi-
tion Centre. HKCAAVQ supported the event, which aimed at providing information on various articulation opportunities for secondary school graduates and 
helping them to plan for their study and career pathways. Click here to view the highlights of the event. 

HKCAAVQ co-organises HKQF International Conference 2018 with EDB and QFS
The HKQF International Conference 2018 was successfully held on 17 & 18th September 2018 at the Central Government O�ces of Hong Kong SAR. The two-day 
Conference included keynote speeches, plenary discussion forums and parallel sessions in the context of QF developments in Hong Kong and selected places. 
Click here to view more about the conference. 

QAA con�dent with HKCAAVQ’s accreditation decisions in UK Transnational Education provision in Hong Kong
A new report from the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA), the United Kingdom, concluded that with HKCAAVQ’s peer-review panels and the 
use of the HKQF, QAA can con�dently rely on HKCAAVQ’s accreditation decisions for UK Transnational Education (TNE) provision in Hong Kong. And based on 
peer-review evaluation, it also mentioned HKCAAVQ reviews and judgements can be relied upon for the purpose of UK quality assurance by the QAA and institu-
tions. Click here to view the report. 
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