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The HKCAAVQ Newsletter gathers information on news and events relating to HKCAAVQ and its fields of interest. This Newsletter is sent out
three times a year to all HKCAAVQ Council Members, its quality partners and anyone interested in the work that we do.

Welcome to this first issue of the
HKCAAVQ Newsletter in 2017. Over
~¢« the last few months, we have made
© some important achievements in a
number of areas which made the
; festive season an even more special
celebration. One of the highlights
of 2017 is the joint conference with
the Federation for Self-financing
Tertiary Education (FSTE) held on
17 November 2016. The conference
received an overwhelming response
from academics and researchers,
altogether 24 papers were
presented . Furthermore, | would
like to take this opportunity to thank the two keynote
speakers, Professor Kai-ming Cheng, Emeritus Professor of
The University of Hong Kong, and Professor Beverley Oliver,
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education) of Deakin University, for
delivering highly stimulating presentations. The majority of
the participants found the keynote addresses insightful and
inspiring. On behalf of HKCAAVQ, | express our gratitude to all
those who contributed to and participated in this conference.

Last December, the Council made a number of policy
decisions. Among them is the decision to start publishing
summary reports on non-local learning programme (NLP)
accreditation in March 2017. With the extension to NLP
accreditation, the publication of summary reports now cover
all types of exercises under the Four-stage Quality Assurance
Process which will enable stakeholders to gain better
understanding of the outcomes of our accreditation
processes.

Apart from the publication of summary reports, we have
also made some enhancements to the HKCAAVQ website
for the sake of accountability and transparency. Since last
December, we have uploaded biographical information of
the HKCAAVQ Council Members on our website under “The_

Council”. We have also been uploading papers written by staff

under “Publications” to share our knowledge, experience
and research work with the public. We hope you will find this
information useful and let me remind you that your feedback
on our website is always welcome.

As we move into 2017, we look forward to continuing our
work with existing as well as new operators to safeguard
and enhance the quality of education and training in Hong
Kong. Finally, may | take this opportunity to wish you a joyful
year ahead, as well as a healthy and prosperous Year of the
Rooster.
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Spotlight

HKCAAVQ and the Federation for Self-financing Tertiary Education
(FSTE) jointly organised a conference on the topic ‘Enhancing the
student learning experience’ at PolyU Hung Hom Bay Campus on
17 November 2016. The conference was attended by more than
200 participants from the education sector and 24 teams of
practitioners shared their work and views on enhancing the
student learning experience in the concurrent sessions. The
number of participants and submitted papers showed a large
interest in the discussion of the conference topic and how to a
ssure the quality of the student learning experience.

Professor Kai-ming Chen, Emeritus Professor at The University

of Hong Kong, as one of the two keynote speakers, delivered a
speech titled “Redefining Higher Education in a Different Era” to
discuss the implications for education in general and for higher
education in particular arising from the changes to the society
and the economy. The second keynote speaker, Prof Beverley
Oliver, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education) at the Deakin
University, shared with participants the current and future
challenges of digital education such as the quality measures that
can guide effective implementation of digital education.

The presentation PowerPoints and paper abstracts can be
downloaded from the conference website.
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HKCAAVQ joins CBQAN to promote
cross-border QA

HKCAAVQ has joined the Cross-border Quality Assurance Network
(CBQAN) as one of its founding members. CBQAN is initiated by
China Academic Degrees and Graduate Education Development
Center (CDGDC) and it consists of 15 quality assurance and
qualification recognition institutions from 12 countries and
regions. CBQAN aims to improve the quality of cross-border
education, to build a communication and cooperation platform for
stakeholders of cross-border higher education quality assurances
in Asia and Europe, and to promote the students and academic
mobility. The inaugural general assembly was held in December
2016 at the International Forum on Cross-border Education in
Haikou of Hainan Province. At the forum, Dr Sandra Wong, Deputy
Executive Director (VPET), gave a presentation on the topic “Two
Decades of Quality Assurance of Cross Border Education - Hong
Kong Experience and Beyond” and shared with participants the
importance of cross border education and the regulation and
quality assurance of non-local programmes Hong Kong. For more
information please click this link.
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Visit by the Australian Skills Quality
Authority (ASQA)

Ms Jane Connellan, Manager, Regulatory Operations of the
Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) visited HKCAAVQ on

3 November 2016. ASQA is the national regulator for Australia’s
vocational education and training sector. Similar to the work

of HKCAAVQ, ASQA regulates vocational courses and training
providers to ensure that nationally approved quality standards
are met. At the meeting, Mr Robert Fearnside, Deputy Executive
Director (Academic), Dr Christina Ng, Head and Senior Registrar
(Vocational and Professional Accreditation), Dr Alan Wu, Head and
Senior Registrar (Research and Training) and Mr Chan Siu-keung,
Registrar (Vocational and Professional Accreditation) introduced
to Ms Connellan HKCAAVQ's accreditation and training services.
Ms Connellan also shared with us ASQA’s audit approach, its IT
system “Asqganet” which is an online portal for managing
registration, applications and fee payment, and its revised Risk
Framework. The meeting paved the way for future collaboration
between HKCAAVQ and ASQA.
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UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities
Symposium

HKCAAVQ participated in the UNESCO Global Network of Learning
Cities Symposium held on 12 November 2016 at The Education
University of Hong Kong. The Symposium was organised by the
UNESCO-UNEVOC Centre (Hong Kong) and UNESCO Institute for
Lifelong learning with an aim to examine the concept of learning
cities and the UNESCO framework and to identify practices that
exist in Hong Kong that fit into the concept of a learning city.

Ms Dorte, Kristoffersen, Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, was
invited to speak at one of the sessions to discuss the role of
quality assurance to support Hong Kong as a learning city. In her
presentation, she gave the audience an overview of Hong Kong’s
education and training environment as well as its quality
assurance system, followed by an introduction of HKCAAVQ's role
as the Accreditation Authority and Qualifications Register Authority
that underpins the Hong Kong Qualifications Framework.

Dr Catherine Chan Ka-Ki, Deputy Secretary for Education, HKSAR,
was the keynote speaker and gave a presentation on the topic
“Hong Kong as a Learning city: visions and realities”.

Building capacity of stakeholders

HKCAAVQ continues to provide training on topics beyond those
covered by the regular training or briefings related to the
Four-stage Quality Assurance Process.

Workshop on Preparation of a Quality Accreditation Document

This workshop has been developed in response to the needs of
operators. In the workshop held on 6 October 2016, HKCAAVQ
highlighted to the operators the importance of self-evaluation as
preparation for a quality submission, and the use of data to inform
improvement actions. The workshop was attended by more than
30 representatives from both higher education and vocational
sectors.

Workshop on Development and Accreditation of SCS-based
Programmes

The workshop was first developed in 2015 to focus on the
development and accreditation of Specification of Competency
Standards (SCS)-based Programmes. In particular, considerations
such as selecting and integrating units of competency from SCSs
in programme design and identifying the necessary evidence for
accreditation were explored with institutions and training
providers. In order to meet the needs of the sector, the workshop
was re-run on 15 December 2016 and attended by more than 30
operator representatives.
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A delegation led by Mr Ng Cher Pong, Chief Executive and Deputy Local News Roundu Y

Secretary of SkillsFuture Singapore (SSG) visited HKCAAVQ on »  The draft of Specification of Competency Standards for

14 December 2016. SkillsFuture is a national organisation
established by the Ministry of Education to promote lifelong
learning by helping individuals make well-informed choices in
education, training and careers; developing an integrated
high-quality system of education and training and promoting
employers recognition and career development based on skills

Information and Communications Technology Operations
and Support (“ICT SCS (0&S)”) prepared by the Information
and Communications Technology Industry Training Advisory
Committee (ITAC) is now ready for industry consultation. The
consultation will last until 31 March 2017. The full version of
the draft SCS can be downloaded from this website.

and mastery.
Y * UGC has released the Audit Manual for Sub-degree

operations of UGC-funded universities. The manual can be

As a new organisation SSG visited Hong Kong to learn from the
downloaded here.

experience of a number of Hong Kong agencies and education
institutions, including HKCAAVQ. The Executive Director Ms Dorte ¢ Twenty-six higher education institutions from Hong Kong,
Kristoffersen and two Deputy Executive Directors, Mr Robert Guangdong and Macau have jointly created the

Fearnside and Dr Sandra Wong welcomed the delegation. Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau University Alliance (GHMA) to
Dr Christina Ng, Head and Senior Registrar (Vocational and strengthen co-operation between the participating institutions
Professional Accreditation) and her staff presented to the in areas such as teaching, research and technology transfer,
delegation HKCAAVQ's accreditation process that underpins the and student exchange. For details, please refer to the press

Hong Kong Qualifications Framework and our vocational and release.
professional accreditation services. The representatives from SSG
shared with us the role and emerging work of SSG. The meeting
provided a good opportunity to exchange information in enhancing
quality assurance in vocational and professional accreditation in
the two jurisdictions.

e EDB has launched a new round of applications under the
Electronic Advance Application System for Post-secondary
Programmes (E-APP) to assist current HKDSE candidates in
making advance applications for full-time locally accredited
post-secondary programmes. A total of 32 post-secondary
institutions will take part in this round of the E-APP. For
details, please refer to the press release.

HKCAAVQ in Numbers

A paper written by Dr Alan Wu, Head and Senior Registrar,
Research and Training, titled “Use of Data in Higher Education: A
Case Study” has been published in Higher Education Evaluation
and Development (HEED)'s June 2016 issue. HEED is an
academic journal jointly published by the Higher Education
Evaluation and Accreditation Council of Taiwan (HEEACT) and the
Asia-Pacific Quality Network (APQN). Using the Tertiary

Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA)’s risk

assessment framework as a case study, this paper discusses the fiere
interrelationship between quality assurance, institutional research
and risk management in the context of higher education. The
paper can be downloaded here.
here
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Online and Blended Learning: Challenges and Quality Assurance

The landscape of education has been changing rapidly,
especially with the achievements of technologies in the last 30
years. The advancement of technologies has changed the way
teaching and learning is conducted and led to the emergence
of new models of education, including online and blended
learning. HKCAAVQ has been receiving requests for accrediting
online programmes for recognition under the Qualifications
Framework (QF) and has decided to move into this strategic
direction. To deepen our knowledge and understanding of this
area, a workshop on “Quality Assurance in Online and Blended
Education” delivered by Professor Beverley Oliver of Deakin
University was held on 14 - 16 November 2016, funded by the
Quality Enhancement Support Scheme (QESS) under the
Education Bureau of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region.

Professor Beverley Oliver has been Deputy Vice-Chancellor
Education at Deakin University in Australia since 2013. She
has over twenty years of experience in digital education and
has been actively involved in researching and publishing in
areas associated with digital credentialing, curriculum reform
and digital innovation. Deakin University has been proactive in
incorporating innovative technologies in teaching and learning
activities and its Cloud Campus, a virtual campus offering
online programmes, has over 12,000 students. Professor
Oliver’s experience is valuable in contributing to HKCAAVQ’s
efforts to formulate an approach in accrediting both local and
non-local online learning programmes. HKCAAVQ has initiated
a pilot project to test its approach to accreditation of online
learning programmes in May 2017 and expects to roll out the
accreditation service by the end of 2017 after the completion
and evaluation of the pilot project.

The following article highlights some of the discussions that
took place during the workshop.

How to overcome some of the challenges of online and
blended learning

Online and blended learning has become popular in the tertiary
education sector since technologies enable effective and
efficient learning that enable students to make progress
according to their own pace, schedule, needs and interest.
Although online and blended education has provided flexibility
and broader educational opportunities, it at the same time
brings new challenges which have never been found in the
traditional bricks and mortar teaching. “The digijtal learning
platform should provide students with a seamless user
experience.” remarked Professor Oliver. Since most of the
teaching and learning activities are taking place via the
internet, the digital platform of the online and blended
programmes should be designed and developed from students’
perspective to facilitate their studies. Also, self-directed study
plays an important role in the learning process due to the
absence of a classroom setting that means that self-discipline
becomes a key to the successful completion of a programme.
Limited social interaction with peers and staff is also a
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challenge for online learning programmes. To alleviate the
feeling of isolation for students studying online, a sense of
community has to be built through asynchronous and
synchronous communication as well as online interactivities
to enhance a supportive learning environment and a greater
sense of belonging. “At Deakin, staff will, for example, post
videos in the learning management system to motivate
students before examinations.” said Professor Oliver.

Assuring the quality of online and blended learning
programmes

To maintain the quality of online and blended learning
programmes, Professor Oliver identified three keys to success:
namely active support of leadership and management,
outcomes-based curriculum design and delivery, and
accessibility of support services.

Active support of leadership and management

Professor Oliver noted that leadership and management should
actively support the realisation of quality online and blended
education by developing strategic plans, establishing adequate
quality assurance (QA) systems and processes, creating
performance indicators, and by influencing the culture of quality
and initiating quality enhancement-led initiatives taking the
needs of online and blended education into account. The
necessary technological and digital infrastructure should

be sufficiently resourced to enable accessible, reliable and
compatible provision of online education for all students. Also,
performance data and feedback from stakeholders, including
students and employers, should be fed into regular periodic
reviews for programme improvement.

Outcome-based curriculum design and delivery

The design of the curriculum should be based on
outcomes-based educational principles. Professor Oliver
explained that in her view the knowledge and skills taught
should be aligned to learning outcomes that meet the needs
of communities and students. Institutions should ensure that
learning outcomes for students studying online are equivalent
across cohorts for the same qualification level. Also,
assessment policies and mechanisms should be formulated
to ensure that assessment tasks are clearly communicated to
students and effectively moderated and conducted.

Accessibility of support services

Professor Oliver commented that staff who are involved in the
teaching, management and support of online and blended
education should have the relevant qualifications, knowledge,
tools and skills as well as access to training and development
opportunities to support the achievement of student learning
outcomes. Access to the necessary facilities and consultation
time should also be made available to students to contact and
interact with academic and support staff as well as other
students as part of an interactive online educational
experience.
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Policy Update

The Panel on PAA Scope (the Panel) was set up in 2014 to offer
advice on the scope of PAA arising from disagreements between
HKCAAVQ and operators; and on the addition/deletion of
sub-area(s) in the list of Areas of Study and Training. Each Panel
member is appointed for a term of three years. A new term of the
Panel took effect on 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2019.

The Panel members were approved by the Council of HKCAAVQ at
its meeting in December 2016. The Panel is chaired by Prof Tsui
Ming-sum and other members include Prof Stephen Chu Yiu-wai,
Dr Manson Chung Kam-ho, Dr Leung Man-kwong and Ms Anita
Wong Yiu-ming. The composition of the Panel membership has
taken into account the expertise needed in meeting the
operational needs of PAA exercises in the coming three years.
Apart from these full members, non-standing members or subject
specialists would be invited to attend meetings to give expert
advice on a case-by case basis.

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our gratitude to
Prof Paul Kwok Chi-kong (former PAA Panel Chair), Dr Chan Hing-
Yan, Mr Roger Luk Koon-hoo and Prof Clement So York-yee for
their valuable contributions in the past three years of service on
the Panel from 2014 to 2016.

For various reasons, accredited operators may decide to cease
operation or cease operating accredited learning programmes.
To protect the interests of learners, the Council of HKCAAVQ in its
capacity of the Accreditation Authority of the Hong Kong
Qualifications Framework (HKQF) and the Qualifications Register
(QR) Authority approved a policy on cessation of operations and
teach-out arrangements for cessation of programmes of
accredited operators at its meeting in December 2016.

The policy covers HKCAAVQ accredited operators, excluding those
registered with the Education Bureau (EDB), i.e. operators offering
accredited self-financing post-secondary programmes at
sub-degree level or above, whose cessation arrangements will be
dealt with by EDB under the terms of their registration.

Under the policy, accredited operators are required to inform
HKCAAVQ in writing as soon as a decision on cessation of
operation has been made. Operators must inform HKCAAVQ
about their planned exit arrangements and where necessary, the
transition or teach-out arrangements for providing learners with

a reasonable opportunity to complete their progamme of study.
Moreover, operators must notify the QR Authority for the cessation
of accredited programme(s). Operators are responsible for
updating their entries in the QR to ensure accuracy and currency
of data contained in their QR entries.

The policy will take effect from 1 March 2017 and advisory notes
will be published to provide guidance to operators on the
implementation of the policy.
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Recognition of the performance of Operators in accreditation and
the strength of their internal quality assurance arrangements is
explicit in Programme Area Accreditation (PAA) under the
Four-stage Quality Assurance Process. In the INQAAHE External
Review Report, the Panel recommended that HKCAAVQ explore
options to more broadly allow differentiation in accreditation
approaches proportionate to the performance and track record of
Operators.. In follow-up to this recommendation and to recognise
operators with substantial track record of good performance, the
Council of HKCAAVQ has approved a policy to allow differentiation
in accreditation approaches based on operator track record at
both institutional and programme levels. Possible differentiated
approaches include no site visit, customised accreditation
submission, shorter site visit programme and variation in validity
period.

Decisions on applying differentiation in accreditation approaches
will be based on systematic analysis of the performance profile of
individual Operators in their accreditation history as well as their
performance in other assessment services conducted by
HKCAAVQ such as Continuing Education Fund reimbursable
courses and whether non-local courses are registered under the
Non-local Higher and Professional Education (Regulation)
Ordinance (Cap 493).

A number of indicators, such as successful outcomes in
accreditation history, external recognition, performance in other
types of assessment, compliance to rules and regulations under
accreditation and assessment, have been developed to define
track record which contributes to the building up of the Operator’s
profile and reflects its institutional effectiveness in programme
development and management.

Details of implementation will be considered by the Council in
April 2017 and it is expected that the policy will take effect in the
second half of 2017. An update will be provided after the April
Council meeting.

For the purpose of progressively enhancing transparency,
HKCAAVQ will start publishing accreditation outcomes of non-local
learning programme (NLP) accreditation in a summary format.

Subsequent to a focus group session in early November 2016,

the HKCAAVQ Council at its meeting in December 2016 approved
that summary accreditation reports for all non-local learning
programme (NLP) accreditation exercises (Initial Evaluation (IE),
Learning Programme Accreditation (LPA) and Learning Programme
Re-accreditation (re-LPA)) with service agreements signed on or
after 1 March 2017 be published on the HKCAAVQ website.

Currently, summary accreditation reports for all the stages of

the Four-stage Quality Assurance Process (i.e. IE, LPA / re-LPA,
Programme Area Accreditation (PAA) and Periodic Review (PR)) for
local programmes are published on the HKCAAVQ website. The
summary accreditation reports for local programmes are available
on the HKCAAVQ website at http://www.hkcaavqg.edu.hk/en/publi-
cations/summary-accreditation-reports.
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In accordance with Section 13(2) of the HKCAAVQ Ordinance (Cap.
1150), the Permanent Secretary for Education has, under
delegated authority, approved a fee adjustment for

accreditation services provided by HKCAAVQ for the coming
financial year 2017/18. The revised fee schedule will be effective
for all accreditation exercises with service agreements signed on
or after 1 April 2017. The revised fee schedule and its

explanatory notes effective as of 1 April 2017 have been uploaded
on the “Policies” webpage under Accreditation.

Operators should note that HKCAAVQ offer some discount options
on combined exercises under HKCAAVQ's Four-Stage Assurance
Process, . For programmes to be combined effectively, however,
there needs to be some similarity, e.g., in terms of QF level or
discipline area. HKCAAVQ reserves the right to determine if the
accreditation of programmes (for Learning Programme
Accreditation and Learning Programme Re-accreditation) or
programme areas (for Programme Area Accreditation and Periodic
Review) can be conducted as a combined exercise. If multiple
programmes or programme areas with similarities are submitted
together in one exercise, a 20% discount of the accreditation fee
will be given to the third programme or programme area and 10%
discount for the fourth programme or programme area to reflect
the savings arising from the synergy created. For operators with
more than or equal to eight multiple programmes or programme
areas to be accredited in one exercise, special bulk purchase
discounts will be provided. More information is available in the
Explanatory Notes of the Fee Schedule. You can also contact our
accreditation units (Ms Yvonne Lo at 3658 0127, Ms Janice So at
3658 0185) for further details.

Revised Fee Schedule for Qualifications Assessment

In accordance with Section 13(2) of the HKCAAVQ Ordinance (Cap.

1150), the Permanent Secretary for Education has, under

delegated authority, approved a fee adjustment for qualifications

assessment services provided by HKCAAVQ for the coming

financial year 2017/18. From 1 April 2017, the fee for

qualifications assessment for different purposes will be adjusted

as follows:

1. For Quality Migrant Admission Scheme (QMAS) purpose:
HK$3,025

2. Forteacher registration purpose: HK$2,815

3. For general purpose: HK$2,545

Effective from 1 November 2016 following the cessation of the
QR endorsement role of Joint Quality Review Committee (JQRC),
Self-financing Sub-degree Programme Units (SSPUs) of the
University Grants Committee (UGC)-funded institutions can
register their Self-financing Sub-degree (SFSD) programmes
directly on the QR in the same way as their respective
self-accrediting parent institutions listed under Schedule 2 of the
Accreditation of Academic and Vocational Ordinance (AAVQ
Ordinance) (Cap. 592). To safeguard the integrity of the QR and
in consultation with EDB, requests for retrospective changes of
the start date/end date of Registration Validity Period (RVP) on
the QR from all self-accrediting operators would normally not be
accepted.
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HKCAAVQ has recently launched a project to create a centralised
database to capture Credit Accumulation and Transfer (CAT)
information and articulation arrangements with a dedicated
search function on the QR. This database will build on the CAT
features incorporated on the QR and the increasing number of CAT
programmes listed on the QR. The project, with funding

support approved by the Education Bureau (EDB) under the
Quality Enhancement Support Scheme (QESS), commenced in
November 2016 and is anticipated to be completed in October
2018.

To accommodate all the system changes encompassed in the new
CAT centralised database that includes a number of new features
such as a dedicated search function, a high degree of
interactiveness, and the demand for data processing, an upgrade
to the existing QR system computer hardware and software to a
more sustainable and cost-effective solution is currently
underway. As a pre-exercise of the project, a road-test with
selected self-accrediting institutions to gather initial feedback on
the applicability and practicability of the proposed CAT data fields
on the QR was conducted in November 2016. The collected
feedback informed the project of some of the existing practices in
implementing CAT in this sector.

“Industry” and “Branch” are two essential and inter-related data
fields with a search facility on the QR, and they are of particular
relevance to vocational and professional qualifications and their
associated learning programmes. Specification of the relevant
industry (ies) and branch(es) of a qualification on the QR is
considered to enhance transparency of the relevance of
qualifications to learners, and would also enhance usability of the
QR as a public database for quality assured qualifications under
the Qualifications Framework (QF). In this context HKCAAVQ, in
consultation with EDB, has recently notified QR operators of the
following improvement measures on the QR.

Effective from 1 April 2017, new learning programmes are
required to indicate the relevant industries and branches of a
qualification on the QR as far as practicable. As for existing
learning programmes on the QR, a phased-in approach for the
indication of industries and branches would be adopted and the
process is expected to be completed by 1 July 2017.

In support of the above requirement to indicate
industry/industries and branch/branches of learning programmes
on the QR, a system enhancement will also be launched on the
QR with effect from 1 April 2017 to increase the maximum
number of industries to be indicated on the QR per record to ten,
and that of branches to 30.

HKCAAVQ has initiated a pilot project to test an approach to
accreditation of online learning programmes. An information sheet
which captures the latest developments about the draft approach
to accreditation of online education has been published on our
website.
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Around the World

Asia

¢ In cooperation with the ASEAN Quality Assurance Network
(AQAN), the European Union (EU) Support to Higher Education
in the ASEAN Region (SHARE) Programme has developed a
review scheme and respective guidelines to conduct
assessments of External Quality Assurance Agencies.
Ms Dorte Kristoffersen, Executive Director of HKCAAVQ, has
been appointed by the SHARE consortium a one of the
experts to be a member of panels to conduct external
reviews of ASEAN quality assurance bodies and she has been
involved in training quality assurance agency staff in
undergoing external review. Click here for more information.

Australia

* Mark Paterson AO has been appointed the new Chief
Commissioner of the Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA)
from 1 January 2017.

Europe

* An Erasmus+ project called “Internal Quality Management:
Evaluating and Improving Competence-Based Higher
Education” (IQM-HE) consortium has published The
Handbook for Internal Quality Management in
Competence-Based Higher Education, which includes a
procedure designed to help institutions reflect on the best
way to implement an internal quality management system.
The handbook can be downloaded here.

* The European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher
Education (ENQA) has launched a toolkit following the
conclusion of a two year project: the Quality Assurance of
Cross border Higher Education (QACHE). The toolkit looks to
encouraging greater coordination between quality assurance
agencies whilst respecting different frameworks and
priorities. Click here to view the Toolkit.

¢ The European Commission has launched an initiative known
as Mobility Scoreboard developed by Eurydice (higher
education) and CEDEFOP (IVET). It aims to provide a
framework for monitoring progress made by European
countries in creating a positive environment supporting
learner mobility. More information can be viewed here.

e  The eQuATIC (online Quality Assessment Tool for International
Cooperation) tool was officially launched in December 2016
in Brussels. The eQuATIC tool addresses the growing need
for quality in international cooperation. The main principle of
eQuATIC is the quantification of indicators based on available
data from various databases. For further details, please visit
the eQUATIC website.

Germany

* The German Rectors’ Conference (HRK) has presented
proposals for a new accreditation system for study
programmes. The HRK would like to see accreditation work
as an academically oriented procedure for quality assurance
and accountability in the form of an audit and oriented
towards the European Standards and Guidelines.
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Global

¢ OECD has recently published Education Policy Outlook -
Korea. This policy profile on education in Korea provides
insights on topics such as high quality and performing
students; skills mismatch and strong emphasis on academic
stream; and improving learning environments for teachers
and students. Click here to view the report.

Ireland

¢  QQl has published Qualifications Frameworks - Reflections
and Trajectories which is intended to inform debate about the
possibilities and limitations of qualifications frameworks as
tools for reform. For details, please visit the QQI website.

* The Irish government has unveiled a new strategy on
international education designed to expand
internationalisation of higher education. The new strategy
includes reforming and enhancing the regulatory
environment for international education providers and
students. Click here to view the strategy.

Singapore

* The Singapore government has published new measures
to tighten up monitoring of quality, financial viability and
information provided by private higher education institutions
in Singapore, including foreign branch campuses that offer
external degrees awarded by foreign institutions. Click here
for details of the new measures.

Upcoming Events

HKCAAVQ will organise a joint operator briefing and Specialist
ceremony at Holiday Inn Golden Mile Hong Kong, Tsim Sha
Tsui, Kowloon, on 19 May 2017. Further details will be shared
with individual invitees later.

Contact us

The Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic and
Vocational Qualifications (HKCAAVQ)

Address:
10 Siu Sai Wan Road, Chai Wan, Hong Kong

T:. +852 3658 0000

F: +852 2845 9910

E: info@hkcaavqg.edu.hk

W: http://www.hkcaavq.edu.hk

To subscribe our newsletter or update your profile, please
email to info@hkcaavqg.edu.hk. To unsubscribe from this
newsletter, please click or send a blank email to
unsubscribe@hkcaavg.edu.hk with subject “unsubscribe”.

You may also subscribe our to get a real time
access to updated news from HKCAAVQ.
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