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The HKCAA places prime importance in promoting good
practices in quality assurance among education and training
institutions, government agencies and authorities in both the
local and international contexts. Highlights of the major activities
in this regard during the reporting period are shown in the
following paragraphs. Further details of the activities are available

at Appendix 4.7.

International Network for Quality Assurance
Agencies in Higher Education

The HKCAA was one of the driving forces behind the formation of
the International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher
Education (INQAAHE) in 1991. The HKCAA continues to serve
as an active member. In April 2007, the Executive Director (ED)

of the Council was elected as a Board Member for a second term in
2007/09.

In October 2006, the ED attended the INQAAHE Board Meeting
and participated in the Biennial Conference held in Toronto, Canada
in April 2007. The theme was on “Quality Assurance: Coming of Age
— Lessons from the Past and Strategies for the Future”. The ED was
also invited, as INQAAHE Board Member, to deliver a keynote speech
on “Overview on Global Developments in Quality Assurance” with
a focus on “Regional Co-operation Initiatives” at an international

conference held in Bonn, Germany in June 2007.
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APQN Project Group meeting
[TAMEG =A% fRER NMEH

~




External Liaison ¥f 5h B 22

[HP 2 3

FPER SR Ay [ ER R I B R A ] D
Rl e B2 — o [HERHEE XML

To e S5 R R A A [ SR A o
BOL B R [ B R ARG ) RER > B
WA & B o BRI - TR

Wrat g ~ Ealscie ~ A EhER - R ARES
B TACHAETES) > 4RI A B R RS
Ko [ TERRHLIE B R A A ] TR 20054F
WAL S - AR S A = e M AR T %
ARRYZER - T 4 A SR Y TS AT A T B
I 2 RZ A A o = IR FE I H R o

20074FFE [HEKHb IR E R A4k | wistes
JFEEgBRE > AR A LGP 5
RS ERTT o B AR > AR R DL ERE S0
DT EEEEREE o W R AR AR
& B RGMmREE &awk o AEENK
BUMER — &k FEREE > EE R (B
WERAEN - ERRE) -

Asia-Pacific Quality Network

The HKCAA is one of the core founding members of the Asia-
Pacific Quality Network (APQN), which is the regional network
of higher education quality assurance agencies covering over half
of the world’s population. The APQN aims at building capacity
in quality assurance across the region through a programme of
projects, workshops, seminars, information exchanges, co-operation
agreements, consultancies and staff exchanges. Since the inception
of the APQN in 2005, the ED has been the President and some
professional staff of the Council have been participating in three

project groups designated by the APQN.

During the APQN 2007 Conference and Annual General Meeting
(AGM) held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in February, the ED, in the
capacity of the President of APQN, delivered speeches in plenary
sessions and chaired the AGM and two APQN Board meetings. A
professional staff also presented a paper on “Hong Kong Qualifications

Framework: A Warranty for Quality” at the same event.

APQN 2007 Conference
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China Visits

During the reporting period, the ED and some professional staff
of the HKCAA paid visits to a number of educational authorities/
organisations in Mainland China. These visits have provided
opportunities for the sharing of information and experiences in
accreditation and quality assurance practicesand further strengthened

the Council’s linkages with the Mainland educational bodies.

In August 2006, the ED attended the 6th National Conference
on Degree and Graduate Education Evaluation in Shenyang and
visited the Evaluation Department of the China Academic Degrees
and Graduate Education Development Center (CDGDC) under
the Ministry of Education. During the Conference, the ED gave a
presentation on “Quality Assurance System of the Hong Kong Higher
Education”. On another occasion, the Principal Registrar was invited
to give a presentation entitled “Experience Sharing — Accreditation
Practice in Hong Kong” at the Workshop held in Beijing on Quality
Assurance of Undergraduate Programmes organised by the Higher
Education Evaluation Centre of the Ministry of Education in October

20006.
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Attendance at the National Conference on Degree and
Graduate Education Evaluation in Shenyang
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Conferences and Meetings

The HKCAA has always been a supporter for quality assurance
in education and frequently shares its views with both the local
With globalisation of

education, quality assurance across national borders has become

and international education sectors.

an increasingly important issue. The experiences of the HKCAA
in assuring comparable quality of non-local courses and its unique
roles as the only statutory quality assurance body in Hong Kong
have been shared at various international forums on the quality of

transnational education.

In October 2006, the ED attended the 7th General Conference of
the Association of Universities of Asia and the Pacific in Macau.
Sponsored by the British Council, the ED was invited to attend a two-
day conference and a one-day seminar in Edinburgh in December
2006. In addition, invited by the British Council, New Delhi and
sponsored by the UK India Education and Research Initiative, the ED
participated in an international workshop, held in Hyderbad, India in
March 2007, entitled “Collaborative Delivery of Higher Education
Programmes in India: UK and India Achieving Best Practice” and
delivered a speech on transnational education. In May 2007, the ED
was invited to be a speaker on the topic of “Transnational Education
— The Hong Kong Experience” in a forum held in Shanghai
which was jointly organised by the Shanghai Municipal Education
Commission and the Australian Education International of the

Australian Government.

Attending international conference
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Professional staff of the Council also participate actively in local,
regional and international conferences and overseas visits. In
April 2007, the Principal Registrar was invited by the Department
of Education, Science and Training of the Australian Government
to give a presentation on the development of the Qualifications
Framework in Hong Kong as well as paying a visit to the National
Office of Overseas Skills Recognition in Canberra, Australia. In
addition, he attended the Regional Committee Meeting in May
2007 in Seoul, Republic of Korea, which was co-organised by the
Asia-Pacific Programme of Educational Innovation for Development,
UNESCO Bangkok and Korean National Commission for
UNESCO. Professional staff also attended conferences in Australia,
Macau, Mainland China, Malaysia, Spain, Taiwan, and the United
Kingdom during the reporting period.

Visitors
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HKCAA often receives delegations from the Mainland China and
abroad. In January 2007, a delegation of the Ministry of Education
of the PRC led by the Vice-Minister, Professor Yuan Guiren visited
the HKCAA. A professional training workshop on Hong Kong QA

practice and education system was arranged for a delegation from

Vietnam comprising the Ministry of Education and Training and
university representatives who visited the Council in May 2007. In
addition, a staff from the Shanghai Educational Evaluation Institute
visited the HKCAA in January 2007 and stayed with the Secretariat
for two weeks to learn about the QA practices in Hong Kong.
During the reporting period, the HKCAA also received visitors from
various organisations such as the Association of Chinese Graduate
Schools, Australian Consulate-General in Shanghai, China
Academic Degrees and Graduate Education Development Center,
Ministry of Education of the Singaporean Government, National
Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation from
Japan, the Office for National Education Standards and Quality
Assessment from Thailand and the UK Quality Assurance Agency
for Higher Education (QAA).
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Local visitors in the reporting period included the Hong Kong
Quality Assurance Agency, the Council of Hong Kong Professional
Associations, the Estate Agents Authority and the Hong Kong
General Chamber of Commerce. These visits were for purposes
of networking and relationship building with our key stakeholders
as well as information sharing on the quality assurance mechanism

that is being developed by the HKCAA to underpin the QF.
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QAA visiting HKCAA
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An expert from Japan sharing his QA experience
with the Secretariat during his visit to HKCAA
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Vice-Minister, Professor Yuan Guiren (left) of
the Ministry of Education visiting the Council
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Liaison with Local Stakeholders SLAH & TE ¥ £ I 58

The HKCAA has been proactively reaching out to the industries. 5P /s [ SR Fhia Bl 36 FUE M - B R
Through courtesy visits and meetings with employers, business A& EH) > [EE - fid - L& - #H¥E
chambers, trade associations, trade unions, professional bodies % &A% & HEE S AN M T2
and operators, the HKCAA introduced its future roles under the — TfF K /5 & IELLME T Hridr0 A €4 o [F] IRGRE
QF and its services to the industries. These liaisons have extended ¥ & 3 F A8 4% I B IR 5547 26/ 2L L

the Council’s industrial network and promoted the recruitment of ~ ZHEHE -

Sector/Subject Specialists.

In the reporting period, a total of 17 visits were paid to the trade A4 - 5P R 11740 L& RHE¥E
unions, trade associations and professional bodies. The HKCAA also  [HIf## - Sifiie 1 5 & 1E B £ 847 TAEY A
hosted working lunches with its key stakeholders regularly. BE > BIEMFREEACNA -
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Updating stakeholders with the Council’s new developments
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Dialogue with stakeholders
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